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PLANTING  AND  PIARVESTING  SEASONS 
FOR  AFRICA  AND  WEST^SIA^ 

By  Ione_Baumaii 
Africa  and  Middle  East  Analysis  Branch 

This  bulletin  presents  the  dorranant  or  usual  seasons  for  planting  and  the 
seasons  in  vhich  the  bulk  of  the  harvesting  is  done  for  the  iii5)ortant  crops 
as  well  as  for  many  of  the  minor  crops  grown  in  each  country  of  Africa  and 
West  Asia. 

The  listing  is  not  intended  to  be  a  complete  inventory  of  all  crops  grown 
in  a  country.  The  criterion  of  selection  of  the  minor  crops  listed  was 
simply  one  of  availability  of  data.  Therefore  the  inclusion  of  a  commodity 
for  one  country  and  the  exclusion  of  the  same  commodity  from  another  country 
is  not  to  be  regarded  as  an  indication  of  the  relative  importance  of  that 
commodity  in  the  respective  covmtries. 

For  many  countries  in  Africa,  their  respective  tropical  and/or  semi- 
tropical  climates  permit  the  growing  and  harvesting  of  products  the  year 
around.  In  this  case  it  is  impractical  to  assign  the  bulk  of  the  harvest  to 
any  particular  series  of  months,  so  the  harvesting  season  is  given  as 
"Throughout  year." 

In  other  countries  of  Africa  and  West  Asia,  cultural  practices  are  geared 
to  the  rainy  season,  and  if  the  rains  are  abnormally  early  or  abnormally 
late,  the  subsequent  crop  will  be  correspondingly  early  or  late  and  thereby 
may  differ  from  the  usual  season  as  listed  in  this  bulletin. 

In  instances  where  they  could  be  determined,  dates  for  planting  appear 
for  the  fruits.  These  are  the  seasons  in  which  young  fruit  trees  are  set 
into  their  permanent  locations.  For  these  trees  a  number  of  years  (from  U 
to  10,  depending  upon  kind)  must  elapse  to  permit  them,  to  reach  bearing  age 
before  full  crops  of  fruit  can  be  harvested  in  the  months  specified  under 
harvesting  season. 

Coffee,  cocoa,  and  tea  are  also  produced  on  perennial  plants  of  tree  or 
shrublike  habits  of  growth.  The  planting  and  harvesting  for  these  crops  and 
for  the  oil  palm  and  coconut  products  must  be  interpreted  in  the  same 
manner  as  is  the  data  for  fruit  trees. 

In  preparing  this  material  the  major  sources  used  were  official  reports  of 
various  countries  involved  and  reports  of  U.  S.  Agricultural  Attaches  and 
Foreign  Service  Officers. 
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NORTHERN  AFRICA 

Northern  Africa  is,  as  a  whole,  a  dry  area. 

Crop  production  is  limited  by  rainfall  rather  than  by  soils,  topography,  or 
teiT^Derature.  Average  annual  rainfall  varies  widely  in  different  sections  of 
the  region,  from  none  in  sections  of  the  Sahara  to  rather  heavy  in  localities 
along  the  Mediterranean  and  Atlantic  coasts.  Not  only  the  total  amount  but 
also  the  seasonal  and  regional  distributions  vary  from  year  to  year. 

In  the  four  westernmost  countries  of  Northern  Africa — Morocco,  Algeria,  Tu- 
nisia, and  Libya — precipitation  is  heaviest  near  the  coasts,  and  occurs  large- 
ly during  the  fall  and  winter.  This  permits  the  growing  of  such  crops  as  wheat 
and  barley.  In  the  important  cereal- growing  districts  the  seasonal  pattern  of 
cultural  practice  is  erratic,  partly  because  heavy  rains  in  early  fall  may 
keep  the  land  too  wet  for  plowing  until  the  first  of  the  year,  with  primitive 
implements  still  in  use  over  much  of  the  areaj  contrarily,  if  rains  are  unusu- 
ally late,  the  soil  may  be  too  hard  and  dry  to  make  early  plowing  possible. 

Since  most  of  the  rain  comes  in  winter,  field  crop  production  is  largely  of 
fall-sown  crops,  and  because  precipitation  is  often  too  small  to  produce  a 
crop  each  year,  some  type  of  grain-fallow  rotation  is  necessary.  Except  in 
coastal  areas,  spring-sown  crops  cannot  generally  be  grown  without  irrigation. 
Large  dams  and  barrages  designed  to  regulate  seasonal  and  even  annual  supply 
of  irrigation  water  have  been  built,  or  are  under  construction,  in  Morocco, 
Algeria,  and  Tunisia;  others  are  projected.  But  the  area  now  under  irrigation 
is  only  a  small  proportion  of  the  total  crop  acreage. 

Fruits,  particularly  grapes,  and  vegetables  are  important  in  the  coastal 
areas  of  Morocco,  Algeria,  and  Tunisia  and  have  rather  definite  seasons  of 
harvest. 

In  the  counties  bordering  the  Red  Sea,  only  southern  Sudan  and  the  Ethiopian 
highlands  receive  adequate  rainfall  during  itKDst  of  the  crop-growing  seasons  to 
permit  widespread  cropping.  Along  the  Nile,  where  water  is  available  for  irri- 
gation, climatic  conditions  are  generally  favorable  for  the  production  of  cotton, 

Egyptian  agricult\ire  is  almost  totally  dependent  upon  the  waters  of  the  Nile. 
Because  of  aridity,  there  is  virtually  no  rain-fed  cropping  in  Egypt  and  no 
cropping  in  the  entire  country  outside  of  the  Nile  Valley.  The  regular  yearly 
flood  of  the  river  reaches  Egypt  toward  the  end  of  July  and  continues  into 
September.  The  historic  pattern  of  crop  culture  is  to  plant  crops  as  the 
flood  waters  recede.  However,  through  the  use  of  dams,  barrages,  and  canals  a 
uniform  supply  of  water  is  available  in  some  areas  permitting  as  many  as  three 
crops  annually.  Therefore,  some  crops  are  being  planted  and  harvested  in  all 
parts  of  the  year.  Recently  the  Egyptian  Government  has  intensified  its  efffcrts 
to  enlarge  the  cultivated  area  depending  on  waters  from  the  Nile  by  initiating 
a  program  to  bore  wells  to  tap  tmder ground  water.  This  will  further  reduce 
the  seasonality  of  crop  production  in  Egypt. 

Irrigation  is  also  of  vital  importance  in  the  northern  half  of  the  Sudan. 
But  like  the  Ethiopians  and  the  Somalis,  most  Sudanese  are  dryland  farmers. 
Several  commodities  are  on  a  two-crop-per-year  basis  in  these  countries.  The 
main  one  is  usually  planted  so  as  to  make  the  best  use  of  the  heavy  rains  which 
start  as  early  as  I'lay  or  as  late  as  July,  and  continue  until  mid-September  in 
Ethiopia  and  Sudan.  In  Somalia  the  heaviest  rains  fall  in  the  plains  from 
April  to  June  (Gu  season),  and  along  the  coasts  from  September  to  November  (iter 
season).  These  are  the  seasons  in  vdiich  the  bulk  of  the  crops  is  produced. 
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Algeria 


Coramodity 

Cereals  and  grains: 
Barley  . 
Corn 
Oats 
Rice 
Sorghum 
Wheat  . 

Fibers : 
Cotton  , 


Planting  season 


October  -  December 
March  -  April  .  . 
October  -  December 
May 

April  -  l-Iay  .  .  . 
October  -  January 


Fruits : 
Citrus 
Dates 
Figs 
Grapes 
Olives 


Harvesting  season 


May  -  July. 
July  -  August. 
May  -  July. 
September  -  December. 
End  August  -  September. 
May  -  July, 


April  -  June September  -  November. 


October  -  June. 
October  -  January. 
September. 

September  -  October. 
September  -  January. 


Oilseeds: 
Flaxseed 


November  -  December 


June. 


Sugar  beets: 
Irrigated  . 
Nonirrigated 


April August  -  October. 

January  -  February  .  .  .   August. 


Tobacco 


December  -  January  .  .  .   July  -  September. 


Vegetables: 
Ar*tichokes 
Broadbeans 
Beans,  dry 

Carrots 
Lentils 
Peas 
Potatoes 

Tomatoes 


February  -  March  ....  April  -  June. 

October  -  November  .  .  .  June  -  July. 

April,  August  -  September  May  -  June,  October 

November. 

Throughout  year. 

April  -  Ma.j November  -  December, 

September  -  December  .  .  December  -  June. 

January May  -  June. 

-  -  -  Throughout  year. 
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Commodity 


Ethiopia  1/ 
Planting  season 


Beverages; 

Coffee June  -  July- 
Tea     August  .  , 


Harvesting  season 

October  -  December. 
Intermittent. 


Cereals  and  grains: 

Barley  ........  June  -  August  

Corn    April  -  June 

Rice    ........  September  -  October  .  .  . 

Sorghuia May  -  July 

Teff    August 

Wheat   June  -  September  .... 


October  - 
October  - 
December 
October  - 
November 
November 


November. 
January. 

-  January. 
December. 

-  January. 

-  December, 


Fibers : 
Cotton 
Flax 
Sisal 


June  -  July December  -  January. 

July  -  August October  -  November. 

July Intermittent. 


Fruits : 

Bananas May  -  July 


Citrus 
Grapes 

Mangoes 


.  September  -  November, 

May  -  June. 

.  .  do September  -  November. 

.  .  do September  -  November^ 

May  -  June. 

July  September  -  November. 


Oilseeds : 

Castorseed  April  -  September  .... 


Flaxseed 
Niger seed 
Peanuts 
Rapeseed 

Sesame 


April  -  May,  December- 
February. 
November  -  December. 
October  -  January. 


Sunflower   July  -  September 

Sugarcane  January  -  February 


June  -  August  

.  .  do 

June  -  July November  -  December. 

August  -  September  ...  Do. 

May  -  September  October  -  December. 

.  .  November  -  December. 

2/ 


Vegetables: 

Broadbeans  ......  June  -  July  

Beans,  dry May  -  July 

Lima  beans June  -  July 

Chickpeas   September  -  October  .  .  , 

Lentils     .  .  .  .  o  .  June  -  August  

Potatoes    ......   .  .  do  

Sweetpotatoes  June  -  September  .... 

March. 

1/  A  number ^f  commodities  are  on  a  two-crop-per-year  basis,  one  raised  dur- 
ing the  small  rains  and  one  during  the  big  rains.  The  lesser  crop  in  each  case 
has  been  ingored.  2/  Harvested  about  22  months  after  planting. 


Do. 

October  -  November. 

Do. 
November  -  December. 
December  -  January. 
October  -  November. 

Do. 
November  -  December, 
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Commodity 

Cereals  and  grains: 

Barley •  •  • 

Corn   

Millets  (sorghmns)  .  . 

Oats   

Wheat  

Fruits: 

Apples  

Bananas  ....... 

Dates  

Figs   

Grapes  

Lemons  

Olives: 
For  pickling  .... 
For  oil  

Oranges  

Peaches  .  .  . 

Pears    .  .  . 

Tangerines  .  . 

Oilseeds : 
Castorbeans: 
Simmer  crop 
Winter  crop 

Peanuts  .  .  , 


Libya 
Planting  season 

October  -  November  .  . 

April  

April  -  May  

October  -  November  .  . 
....  do  


•   •   • 


•   •   •   • 


Tobacco 


Vegetables? 
Broadbeans : 

Dry  .  .  . 

Green  .  • 
Chickpeas : 

Suinmer  crop 

Winter  crop 
Eggplant: 

Suimtier  crop 

Winter  crop 
Onions : 

Dry 

Green  

Peas  (dry  and  green 

Peppers  

Potatoes: 

Summer  crop  .  . 

Winter  crop  .  . 
Turnips : 

Summer  crop 

Winter  crop 


April  -  May  .... 
February'-  -  March  .  . 


October  -  November 
....  do  ... 


October  -  November 
March  -  April  .  . 

February  -  May  .  . 
August  -  November 


)  . 


March  -  May  .  .  . 
....  do  ... 
March  -  April 
February  -  April  . 

February  -  March  . 
September  -  October 


.  .  .  . 


March  -  May  .  .  . 
September  -  October 


Harvesting  season 

April  -  May. 
July  -  August. 
July  -  September. 
April  -  May. 
Do. 

June  -  August. 
February  -  March. 
August  -  November. 
July  -  August. 
July  -  October. 
December  -  February. 

September  -  October. 
October  -  January. 
December  -  February. 
June  -  August. 
July  -  September. 
October  -  January. 


June  -  July. 
September  -  December, 
July  -  September. 

July  -  August. 


April  -  May.  > 
February  -  March. 

April  -  May, 
June  -  July. 

May  -  July. 
October  -  January. 

July  -  October. 
May  -  August. 
May  -  July. 
April  -  July. 

May  -  June. 
February  -  March. 

May  -  July. 
November  -  January. 
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Conmiodity 

Cereals  and  grains: 
Barley , 


Morocco 
Planting  season 


Harvesting  season 


Corn 

Oats   .  ,  . 
Rice   .  .  . 
Wheat  .  .  . 
Fibers : 

Cotton  .  .  . 
Fruits: 

Citrus  .  .  . 
Dates  .  .  . 
Figs   .  .  . 
Grapes  ,  ,  . 
Olives  .  .  . 
Oilseeds: 
Castorseed  . 
Flaxseed 
Tobacco  .  .  . 
Vegetables:  1/ 
Asparagus:"" 

Seeds  .  . 

Roots  .  . 

Broadbeans 

Beans,  dry 

Beans,  green 

Beets  .  . 

Cabbage 

Carrots  . 

Cauliflower 

Celery  .  , 

Cucumbers 

Swiss  chard 

Eggplant  . 

Lentils  . 

Melons 

Onions,  dry 

Onions ,  green 

Peas     .  , 

Peppers  .  . 

Pumpkins  .  . 

Potatoes,  white 

Brussels  sprouts 

Spinach  ,  .  .  . 

Sweetpotatoes 

Tomatoes  .  ,  .  . 

Watermelons  .  • 


October  -  December  .  .  .  April  -  July. 

March  -  May July  -  Septeiaber. 

December  -  February  .  .  May  -  June. 

April  -  May  ......  September  -  October. 

October  -  Januarj'-  .  .  .  May  -  July. 

March  -  April End  August  -  December. 

-  -  -  November  -  May. 

-  -  -  September  -  January. 

-  -  -  July  -  September. 
Do. 

-  -  -  End  October  -  February. 


April  

January  -  March 
April  


August  -  November. 

June. 

July  -  September. 


February  -  March  . 
October  -  November 
October  -  December 
December  -  January 
October  -  December 
September  -  November 
Throughout  year  . 
...  do 


August  -  December 
September  -  October 
February  -  April  . 
...  do 


January  -  February 
November  -  January 
February  -  April  . 
February  -  March  . 
Throughout  year 
January  -  March  . 
Throughout  year  . 
October  -  December 
October  -  March  , 
September  -  November 
Throughout  year  . 
May  -  July  ,  .  . 
October  -  March  . 
March  -  April  .  . 


.  April  -  May. 
Do. 

January  -  February. 
.  July  -  August. 
.  March  -  April. 
.  June  -  July. 
.  December  -  February. 
.  March  -  April. 

January  -  February. 
.  December  -  January. 

June  -  July. 

July  -  December. 
.  August  -  September. 

June. 
.  July  -  August. 
.  August  -  September. 
.  March  -  April. 

Do. 
.  August  -  September. 
.  May  -  June. 

June  -  July. 
.  May. 

December  -  July. 

November  -  December. 

June  -  July. 
.  August. 


1/  Maximum  of  harvesting  period. 
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Somalia 

Coimnodity  Planting  season  Harvesting  season 

Cereals  and  grains: 

Corn  (Gu)  1/ Mid-April July. 

(Der)~2/  ....  Mid-October  ......  February. 

Millet  and  "sorghum  (Ga)  April July. 

(Der)  Mid-October  -  Mid- 
November  February  -  Mid-February. 

Rice May  -  June August  -  September. 

Fibers : 

Cotton  (Gu)  April  Mid-August  -  October. 

(Der) September February  -  Mid-Februaiy. 

Fruits : 

Bananas -  -  _  Throughout  year. 

Dates    -  -  -  Mid-June  -  Mid-July. 

Grapefruit May  -  June. 

Lemons   Throughout  year. 

Oilseeds: 

Peanuts  (Gu)  April  August. 

(Der)  ....  October February. 

Sesame  (Gu)  April  August. 

(Der)  ....  October February. 

Sugarcane July  -  September  .  .  .  Throughout  year. 

Tobacco  (Gu)  .....  .  March  -  April  .....  September  -  October. 

(Der)  September   February  -  March. 

Vegetables: 

Beans,  dry  (Gu)  .  .  .  April August. 

(Der)  .  .  .  November February. 

Cassava  (manioc)  .  .  .  April Throughout  year. 

Onions   April  -  October  ....  June  -  December 

Tomatoes do Do. 


1/  "Gu"  season,  April  -  June;  "Gu"  season  for  planting  and  sowing  of 
roc's t  crops. 

2/  "Der"  season,  September  -  November. 
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Sudan 


Commodity 


Planting  season 


Cereals  and  grains: 

Barley  ••......  November  -  December 

Corn   April  -  Mid-June  . 

Millet  (dukhn)  ....  July  -  September  . 

Sorghum  (dura)  ....  July  -  August   .  . 

Wheat  November  -  December 


Harvesting  season 


.  March  -  April. 
.  Mid- July  -  Septeniber, 
•  October  -  December. 
.  October  -  November, 
.  March  -  April. 


Fibers I 

Cotton  (long  staple)  .  July  -  August  . 
(short  staple).  Mid- June  -  July 


December  -  March. 
October  -  February. 


Fruits: 
Apples 
Grapefruit 
Oranges  . 
Lemons 
Dates 
Raisins  . 


July  -  September. 
September  -  December, 

Do. 
September  -  August. 
August  -  November. 
September. 


Oilseeds : 
Peanuts 
Sesame 


July  -  August 
July  .... 


October. 
Do. 


Vegetables: 

Broadbeans  .  . 

Beans,  dry  .  . 

Chickpeas  .  . 

Onions   .  .  . 

Potatoes  .  .  , 
Sweetpotatoes 


... 


October  -  November 
....  do  .... 
November  .  .  •  •  • 
January  -  Mid-April 

October   

July 


.  .  February  -  March. 

.  .       Do. 

.  .  March. 

.  .  Mid-May  -  July. 

.  .  February. 

.  .  November. 
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Tunisia 


Commodity 

Cereals  and  grains: 

Barley  

Com  and  sorghiun  ,   ,    . 

Oats   

Wheat  

Fibers : 

Cotton  •••<.•••. 
Raffia  


Planting  season 


October  -  December 
April  -  May  .  .  . 
October  -  November 
October  -  December 


April  ...... 

October  -  December 


Fruits: 

Apricots  

Citrus   

Dates    

Figs     

Grapes   

Olives: 

Pickling  and  pressing 
varieties  .... 


Harvesting  season 


April  -  May. 
July  -  August. 
April  -  May. 
May  -  July. 


.  .  October  -  December. 
.  .  May  -  June. 


May  -  July. 
November  -  July. 
August  -  December, 
May  -  September. 
July  -  October. 


October  -  March. 


Oilseeds: 
Castorseed 
Flaxseed 


February  -  March  ....  August. 
November  -  February  .  .  June  -  July. 


Tobacco: 

Seedbeds   

Transplanting  .... 

Vegetables: 
Broadbeans : 

Green  crop  

Dried  crop  

Eggplant: 

Seedbeds   

Transplanting  .  .  . 

Lentils  

Melons   

Peas: 

Early  variety  .  .  . 

Late  variety   .  .  . 

Potatoes  

Squash,  transplants 
Tomatoes: 

Early  varieties  .  . 

Midseason  and  late 
varieties  .... 


December  

February  -  April  .  .  . 


July  -  August. 


September  -  October  .  . 
do 

December  and  February  . 

March  

November  -  December  .  . 
January  -  February  .  .  . 

September  

November  -  December  .  . 
September  -  February  .  . 
February  

September  -  October  .  . 

January  -  April  .... 


April. 
May  -  June. 


May  -  September. 
June  -  July. 
May  -  July. 

December  -  January. 
March  -  May. 
December  -  March. 
April  -  June. 

March  -  June. 

June  -  October 
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Commoditj 


United  Arab  Republic  (Egypt  Region) 

Planting  season         Harvesting  season 


April  -  May. 


Cereals  and  grains: 

Barley  November  -  December  .  , 

Corn: 

Fall  crop July  -  August  ......   October  -  December, 

Summer  crop  ....  April  -  June Aug-ast  -  September. 

Millet: 

Fall  crop July  -  August October  -  December. 

Summer  crop  ....  April  -  June August  -  October. 

Rice : 

Fall  crop July  -  August  ..... 

Slimmer  crop  ....  April  -  June  ..... 

T«Jheat October  -  December  .  . 


October  -  December. 
September  -  November. 
April  -  June. 


Feedstuff s: 

Berseem  September  -  October 


Fibers: 
Cotton 
Flax 


February  -  March  . 
October  -  November 


June. 


August  _  September. 
April  -  May. 


Fruits: 

Apples   January  -  Februaiy  .  , 

Apricots  January,  April  - 

September   ..... 

Bananas February  -  May  ...  .1/  Throughout  year. 

Dates    March  -  April,  August  -" 

September   

Grapes   January  -  February  .  . 

Lemons   February  -  March  .  .  . 

Limes    do 

Olives : 

Green January  -  February, 

Black August.  .  , 

Oranges February  -  March  .  .  . 

Pears    February,  May-  August, 

Tangerines February  -  March  .  .  . 


June  -  October. 
April  -  June. 


August  -  December. 
June  -  November. 
December  -  March. 
Throughout  year, 

August  -  September. 
October  -  December. 
November  -  I-larch. 
June  -  October. 
November  -  March. 


April,  August  -  September. 


Oilseeds : 

Castor seed  February  -  April  .  .  , 

Flaxseed   November  April  -  May. 

Peanuts    April  -  May October  -  November. 

Sesame     do  August  -  September. 


Sugarcane 


February  -  April 


Novemoer  -  February. 
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United  Arab  Republic  (Egypt  Region) — Continued 


Commodity 


Planting  season 


Harvesting  season 


Vegetables: 
Broadbeans  .  . 
Haricot  beans: 

SuMner  crop 

Fall  crop 
Chickpeas  .  . 
Lentils    .  . 
Onions: 

Winter  crop 

Suirmer  crop 
Peas,  fresh  . 
Potatoes: 

Fall  crop  . 

Summer  crop 
Tomatoes: 

Fall  crop  . 

Winter  crop 

Summer  (early) 

Summer  (late). 


October  -  November 

January  -  February 
August  -  September 
November  -  December 
do.  .  .  . 


October  -  December 
February  -  March 
September  -  November 

September  -  October 
January  -  February  . 


May  -  June  

September  

October  -  November  . 
February   


April  -  May. 

May  -  June. 
December  -  January. 
April  -  May. 
March  -  April. 

February  -  April. 

July. 

February  -  March. 

December  -  February. 
April  -  June. 

Throu^out  year. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 


1/  Best  December  -  February. 
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CENTRAL  AND  WESTERN  AFRICA 


In  central  and  western  Africa,  planting  and  harvest  do  not  depend  on  the 
conventional  TengDerate  Zone  seasons  of  spring,  summer,  fall,  and  winter. 
Instead,  they  depend  almost  entirely  on  the  rainy  and  dry  seasons. 

Near  the  Equator,  in  parts  of  the  Belgian  Congo,  the  Congo  Republic,  and 
Gabon,  the  equatorial  rain  forest  has  constant  heavy  humidity  and  fairly 
uniform  rainfall  every  month  of  the  year.  The  tengDerature  remains  rather 
high  throughout  the  year.  Such  a  climate  is  suitable  for  tropical  crops, 
which  usually  have  poorly  delineated  harvesting  seasons.  Important  tropical 
crops  in  this  region  are  rubber,  oil  palm  products,  Robusta  coffee,  and 
cocoa.  With  sorr^  gaps,  the  equatorial  rain  forest  extends  across  the  lower 
parts  of  Cameroun,  the  British  Cameroons,  Nigeria,  Dahoiney,  Togo,  Ghana,  the 
Ivory  Coast,  Liberia,  Sierra  Leone,  Guinea,  and  Portuguese  Guinea. 

Across  the  top  of  the  tropical  rain  forest  in  West  Africa,  and  both  north 
and  south  of  the  Equator  in  the  Belgian  Congo,  the  tropical  rain  forest 
shades  into  the  savanna  (grassland  with  scattered  trees).  There  is  a 
definite  dry  season,  which  becomes  more  pronounced  amd  longer  the  farther 
away  from  the  Equator  one  goes.  Here  crops  are  planted  at  the  onset  of  the 
rairor  season  and  harvest  is  best  done  at  the  beginning  of  the  dry  season. 
Crops  suited  to  the  savanna  are  those  able  to  withstand  a  dry  season  and 
resume  growth  (such  as  cassava)  or  those  with  a  relatively  short  growing 
season  (such  as  beans,  peanuts,  and  sesame). 

Still  farther  north  and  extending  from  the  Central  African  Republic  and 
Chad  to  Senegal,  is  the  sudan  zone.  Here  the  grassland  gradually  changes  to 
near-dessert  or  desert  conditions.  The  dry  season  is  long  and  the  total 
annual  rainfall  is  low.  In  this  zone,  cotton  and  peanats  grow  well  in  years 
of  average  or  above-average  rainfall.  However,  on  the  drier  edges,  only 
crops  with  low  rainfall  requirements  (such  as  millet  and  sorghums)  can  be 
grown.  This  zone  is  also  suited  to  raising  large  numbers  of  livestock. 

Altitude  is  of  great  importance  in  the  cropping  pattern  of  Ruanda-Urundi 
and  the  eastern  provinces  of  the  Belgian  Congo.  Here  the  cool  highlands  are 
suited  for  high-altitude  tropical  crops,  such  as  pyrethrum,  cinchona,  Arabica 
coffee,  and  tea  and  for  such  usual  Temperate  Zone  crops  as  wheat  and  Irish 
potatoes. 

A  number  of  unusual  situations  may  be  noted  in  regard  to  growing  seasons 
in  central  and  west  Africa.  Outstanding  among  these  is  that  of  cassava,  a 
root  crop  that  is  the  "staff  of  life"  for  the  African  population.  The 
cassava  is  botanically  a  perennial  plant  but  usually  grows  only  18  to  2I4. 
months.  The  tubers  need  not  be  harvested  at  that  time  but  may  be  kept  in 
"living  storage"  for  several  months  longer  without  deterioration. 

Cocoa  is  a  tree  crop  that  has  two  harvest  seasons  a  year — the  main,  or 
heavy,  crop  and  a  lighter  "mid  crop." 

Because  of  its  large  size  and  its  geographical  position  astride  the 
Equator,  the  Belgian  Congo  has  an  ususual  diversity  of  gro^^ing  seasons;  some 
crops  are  continuously  being  harvested  somewhere  in  the  coimtry. 
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Belgian  Congo  and  Ruanda-Urundi 


Coimnodity 

Beverages: 

Cocoa  

Coffee: 

Leopoldville  Province 
Equator  Province  .  . 
Oriental.  Province  .  . 


Planting  season 


Kivu  Province 


Katanga  Province  .  .  . 
Kasai  Province  .... 
Ruanda-Urundi  Territory 

Tea 

Cereals  and  grains: 

Corn  .  .  

Millet  

Rice 

Wheat  .  

Fibers: 
Cotton: 

Northern  area  ..... 

Southern  area  

Urena  Lobata: 

Leopoldville  Province  . 
Sisal: 

Ruanda-Urundi  

Fruits : 

Bananas  and  plantains  .  . 
Oilseeds: 

Peanuts  

Sesame  seed  

Soybeans  

Miscellaneous  crops: 

Cinchona  

Copal   

Pyrethrum  

Rubber  

Sugarcane  

Tobacco  


November  -  January  .  . 

....  do  

Throughout  year  .  .  . 
November  -  January  .  . 


July  -  August 

December  -  January  .  . 


Throughout  year.  . 
January  -  February 


October  -  December 

April  

January  -  March 


Throughout  year 


Vegetables: 
Beans  and  peas 
Cassava  (manioc) 
Potatoes: 

Irish  .... 

Svreet   .... 


February  .... 
October  -  January 

Januarj'-  -  June  . 
January  -  May  . 


January  -  February 
December  -  Februarj^ 

January  -  February'- 
March  -  April  .  . 


Harvesting  season 

Throughout  year. 

April  -  May. 
1/  Throughout  year. 
""  Novem.ber,  February  - 
March. 

April  -  June, 

October  -  November < 

June  -  July. 

June  -  September. 

April  -  August. 

Throughout  year, 

February  -  May, 

Do, 
Throughout  year. 
Februarj-  -  May. 


DecemJDer  -  April. 
May  -  September. 

April  -  July. 

Throughout  year. 

Do. 

March  -  April. 
July  -  Septem.ber, 
Jiine  -  August. 

Throughout  year. 

Do. 
June  -  August. 
Throughout  yearo 

2/  July  -  Decamber. 
April  -  July. 

May  -  June. 
2/  May  -  July. 

May  -  June, 
June  -  August. 


1/  Peak  season  from  December  to  February. 

2/  Harvested  from  11  to  I8  months  after  planting. 
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Commodity 


Cajneroun  (formerly  French  Cameromi) 

Planting  season       Harvesting  season 


Beverages: 

Southern  rainy  area: 

Cocoa April  -  May,  September  - 

October  1/  October  -  January. 

Coffee:  "" 

Robusta  April  -  May,  September 

Arabica do 

Cereals  and  grains: 
Corn: 

Southern  rainy  area  .  .   March  -  April,  September 

Northern  dry  area  .  .  .   May  

Millet  and  sorghum: 

Northern  dry  area do 

Rice: 

August  

June  -  July  

May 


November  -  January. 
October  -  December. 


July,  December. 
September. 

October  -  November. 


December  -  January, 
November  -  December. 
November  -  January. 


March  -  April,  September   Throughout  year. 


Southern  rainy  area  .  , 
Northern  dry  area  .  .  , 

Fibers  . 

Fruits: 

Southern  rainy  area: 
Bananas  and  plantains  . 
Oilseeds : 

Oilpalm,  fruit  and  kernels 

Southern  rainy  area do 2/Throughout  year. 

Peanuts :  *" 

Southern  rainy  area  .  .   .....  do 

Northern  dry  area  .  .  . 
Sesame.: 

Southern  rainy  area  .  , 
Miscellaneous  crops: 
Rubber: 

Southern  rair^  area  .  , 
Tobacco: 

Southern  rainy  area  .  , 
Vegetables: 

Southern  rainy  area: 
Cassava  (manioc)  •  .  .  , 
Sweetpotatoes   ..... 


May 

September  

March  -  April,  September 
March,  September.  ,  .  , 


March,  September 
do.  .  . 


June,  December. 
October  -  November. 

December. 


Throughout  year. 
July,  December. 


Taro 
Yams 


do. 
do, 


Throughout  year. 
July  -  August, 

December  -  January. 
Throughout  year, 
December,  June. 


1/  Plus  small  crops  in  July. 
"5/  Maximum  harvest  from  November  to  June. 

Tlote:  There  are  four  seasons  in  the  southern  rainy  area  and  two  seasons  in 
the  northern  dry  area. 
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French  Equatorial  Africa 
(Chad,  Congo  Republic,  Central  African  Republic,  Gabon) 


Commodity- 


Planting  season 


Harvesting  season 


Beverages: 
Cocoa  . 
Coffee 


September  -  November. 
September  -  October. 


Cereals  and  grains: 

Corn September  -  November  .  . 

Rice November  -  January   .  . 

Sorghum  and  millet do 


Wheat 


June  -  August 


March  -  May. 
May  -  J\me. 

Do. 
October  -  January. 


Fibers: 
Cotton 
Sisal 


June  -  July  .  . 
Throughout  year 


November  -  February. 
Throughout  year. 


Fruits? 

Bananas  and  plantains 


Do. 


Oilseeds: 
Oil  palm  . 
Peanuts 
Sesameseed 


Tobacco 


December  -  January  . 
September  -  October 


Do. 
May  -  June. 
February. 


do December  -  January. 


Vegetables: 

Cassava  (manioc) 
Sweetpotatoes  and  yams 


.  .  .  . 


April  -  June December  -  February. 

.  ...  do Do. 


.-  VCiK 


't>cl:~:- 


j   ;  .  i <.'■■•; 
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(Mauritania,  Senegal,  Sudan 

Commodity 

Beverages: 

Cocoa  (two  crops)  .... 

Coffee  (Ivory  Coast)  .  . 

Cereals  and  grains: 
Corn: 

Late  crop  

Early  crop  

Millet  

Rice    ...  

Sorghum  

Fibers : 

Cotton  

Sisal   


French  West  Africa 
Republic,  Ivory  Coast,  Upper  Volta,  Niger,  Dahomey) 

Planting  season  Harvesting  season 


June,  September  - 

December, 
November  -  July. 


September  .  , 
March   .  .  . 
April   .  .  . 
May  -  August 
do. 


May  -  July 

Throughout  year  .  .  , 


Fruits : 

Bananas  and  plantains  , 
Citrus  


Oilseeds: 

Palm  oil  and  palm  kernels 

Peanuts  

Shea-nuts  

Miscellaneous  crops: 

Kola  nuts  


May  -  July 


May  -  June 


Vegetables: 

Bambarra  groundnuts  . 
Cassava  (manioc).  .  . 

Cocoyams  

Sweetpotatoes  .  .  •  • 
Yams: 

Early  

Late  and  main  crop 


December  -  January. 
August  -  September. 
July  -  September. 
October  -  November. 
November  -  December. 


November  -  March. 
Throughout  year. 


Do. 
November  -  April. 


Throughout  year. 
October  -  November. 
January  -  March. 


August  -  December. 


April  -  June October  -  December. 

June  -  October 1/  Harvested  as  required. 

May  -  June ~  December  -  January. 

June  -  September  .  .  .    October  -  February, 


November  .  .  .  . 
February  -  April 


July  -  September. 
October  -  January. 


1/  Harvested  from  12  to  18  months  after  planting. 
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Ganbia 


Concnodity 


Planting  season 


Harvesting  season 


Cereals  and  grains: 

Corn .  .  « 

Digitaria  (fonio).  .  .  . 
Guinea  corn  (sorghum).  , 

Millet  

Rice   


March  -  June June  -  August. 

May  -  June September  -  October. 

May  -  July November  -  January. 

April  -  August July  -  September. 

April  -  August August  -  January. 


Fruits : 
Grapefruit 

Oranges 


May  -  June 
.  .  do  .  . 


November  -  April. 
Do. 


Oilseeds: 

Palm  oil  and  palm  kernels 
Peanuts  


June 


Throughout  year. 
October  -  November. 


Vegetables: 

Cassava  (manioc)  .  .  .  . 


Sweetpotatoes 
Yams  .  .  .  .  , 


June  -  October 


April  -  September 
February  -  April  . 


,1/  Harvested  as 
"    required. 

October  -  February. 

October  -  January. 


1/  Harvested  12  to  I8  months  after  planting. 


k 
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Ghana 


CoiTiinodity 


Planting  season 


Harvesting  season 


Beverages: 
Cocoa: 

Main  crop  ........ 

Smaller  (midseason)  crop 
Coffee  


October  -  February. 
April  -  June. 
November  -  March. 


Cereals  and  grains: 
Corn: 

Main  crop  ....... 

Second  crop  

Millet  

Sorghum  (guinea  corn)  .  . 
Rice 


February  .  .  . 
September  .  . 
May  -  August  . 
May  -  July  .  . 
April  -  August 


June. 

January. 

July  -  December. 

October  -  December. 

November  -  December, 


Fibers: 
Cotton 


July 


November  -  February. 


Fruits: 

Bananas  and  plantains 
Citrus: 

Main  crop  

Secondary  crop  .  . 


Miscellaneous  crops: 
Kola  nuts: 

Main  crop  .  .  . 
Lighter  crop 


Throughout  year. 

October  -  January. 
March  -  June. 


November  -  January. 
April  -  July. 


Oilseeds: 

Coconuts  .  . 
Palm  kernels 
Peanats   .  . 


Tobacco 


-  -  -         October. 

-  -  -        Throughout  year. 
Mid-May  -  Mid- July   October  -  November. 


May  -  August  .  . 


November  -  February. 


Vegetables: 

Beans  and  peas  , 
Cassava  (manioc) 
Cocoyams  .  .  .  , 
Sweetpotatoes  .  , 
Yams      .  .  .  . 


July  -  September     November  -  January. 
March  -  October   l/  Harvested  as  required. 
May  -  June  .  .  .  ~  December  -  January. 
April  -  September    October  -  February. 
February  -  April     October  -  Januarj--. 


1/  Harvested  12  to  l8  months  after  planting. 
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Liberia 


Commodity 

Beverages: 
Cocoa: 

Main  crop  

Light  crop  

Coffee  

Cereals  and  grains: 
Rice: 

Upland  type  

Swamp  type  

Sorghum   ...  


Planting  season 


April  -  May  .  .  . 
May  -  August  .  . 
May  -  Juae  .  .  . 


Harvesting  season 


October  -  January. 
May  -  August. 
November  -  March. 


August  -  September. 
October  -  January. 
November  -  December, 


Fibers: 

Piassava  (palm  fiber)  .  .  . 
Raffia  


Throughout  year. 
Do. 


Fruits: 

Bananas  and  plantains  .  .  . 
Citrus  fruit  


May  -  June  .  .  . 
.  .  .  .  do.  .  .  . 


Do. 
Do. 


Miscellaneous : 
Rubber  .  . 


May  -  August  .  . 


Do. 


Oilseeds : 
Palm  kernels 
Peanuts  .  .  . 


Mid-May  -  Mid- July 


Do. 
October  -  November. 


Vegetables: 

Cassava  (manioc) 
Cocoyams  .  .  .  , 
Sweetpotatoes  .  , 


Tarns: 
Early 
Late    . 
For  seed 


June  -  September  1/ 
May  -  June.  ..." 
April  -  September 


November  .... 
February  -  April. 
May 


Harvested  as  required. 
December  -  January. 
5  to  6  months  after 
planting. 

July  -  Mid-September. 
Mid- October  -  January. 
8  to  10  months  after 
planting. 


1/  Harvested  12  to  l8  months  after  planting. 
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Nigeria  and  British  Cameroons 


Conanodity 

Beverages: 

Cocoa: 

Main  crop  

Light  crop  .... 

Coffee  .  .  

Cereals  and  grains: 
Corn: 

North  

South,  early  crop  . 

South,  late  crop  . 

Guinea  corn  (sorghum): 

North  

Millet: 
North: 

Gero 

Dauro  and  Maiwa: 
Seedbeds  .  .  . 
Transplanting  • 
Acha  (millet  type 
grain  )  .  .  .  . 
Tamba  (finger 
millet)  .... 
Rice: 

Upland  types  .... 
Swamp  type: 

Seedbeds  

Transplanting  .  .  . 
Fibers: 
Cotton: 

North  1/ 

South   

Fruits : 

Bananas   

Citrus  fruit: 

Main  crop  

Second  crop,  south 
Melons,  north  3/.  .  • 
Pineapples:   " 

Two  main  seasons  . 

Oilseeds: 
Benniseed: 

Benue,  Kabba  Province 
and  Tiv  Areas  .  . 
Peanuts : 

North  (main  area)  • 

South  

Shea  (wild)  


Planting  season 


May  -  June  

March  -  April  .... 
Early  September  ,  .  . 


May  -  June 


Mid-April  -  Late  May  . 


May  -  June 
August  .  . 


May  -  July 


do 


April  -  May 


May  -  June  .  , 
July  -  August 


July 


.  .   .  .do 
May  -  June 


,do 
,do 


March  -  April  .... 
May  -  June  ...... 


April  -  June 


Mid-May  -  Mid-July  .  . 
Mid-March  -  Mid-April. 


Harvesting  season 


October  -  January. 
May  -  August. 
November  -  March. 


August. 

June  -  August. 

December  -  January. 

November  -  December. 


July  -  August. 

August  -  September. 
September  -  October. 
October  -  November. 
August  -  September. 

October  -  January. 


November  -  January. 
December  -  February, 

Throughout  year. 

2/  October  -  December. 
~  April  -  May. 
July  -  August. 

January  -  March, 
May  -  July. 


September  -  October. 

October  -  November. 

August. 

June  -  August. 
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Nigeria  and  British  Cameroons — Continued 


Commodity 

Oilseeds — Continued 
Soybeans: 

North  

Eastern  Region  .  . 
Sunflower: 

For  seed  

Miscellaneous  crops: 
Chillies  (birdseye): 
Nurseiy  beds  .  .  . 
Transplanting  .  .  . 

Ginger  (Zaria  area)  . 
Kola  nuts  ...*.. 
Sugarcane: 

North  (swamp  areas  in 
river  valleys) 
Transplanting  .  . 

Tobacco: 

North  (Zaria  area)  U/ 

Nursery  beds.  .  ."". 

Transplanting  .  .  . 
South  (Western  Region) 

Nursery  beds  .  .  , 

Transplanting  .  .  . 
Vegetables: 

Cassava  (manoic) 

North  

South  

Cocoyarns 

Cowpeas : 

North  and  Middle  Belt 

South   

Okra 

Onions,  north  .... 

Pigeon  peas  

Potatoes: 

First  crop  .... 

Second  crop  .... 
Sweetpotatoes: 

North  

South  

Yams: 

Early  

Late  and  main  crop 


Planting  season 


Mid-May  -  June 
September  .  . 


June 


First  week  of  June  .  . 
3rd  and  Uth  weeks  after 

sowing   

April  -  May  

May  -  June  


December  -  May 


Harvesting  season 


October. 
November. 

September. 


October  -  January. 
October  -  November. 
August  -  December. 


12  to  18  months 
planting. 


May  -  June  .  , 
July  -  August 


Mid-July  . 
September 


June  -  September 
March  -  October 
May  -  June  .  .  . 


July  -  August  .  . 
September  .... 
April  -  July  .  .  . 
October  -  December 
April  -  August  .  . 

March  -  April  .  . 
August  -  September 

June  -  September  . 
April  -  September 


after 


December  -  February. 


November  -  December. 


5/  Harvested  as  required. 
■"         Do. 

December  -  January. 

November  -  December. 
December  -  January. 
June  -  September. 
February  -  May. 
November  -  January. 

July  -  August. 
November  -  December. 

$"(:>  months  after  planting. 
Do. 


July  -  Mid-September. 
Mid-October  -  January. 


November  

^     Febmary  -  April  . 

1/  Mainly  in  Zaria,  southern  Katsina,  and  eastern  Sokoto  areas.  2/  Some 
trees  will  be  found  fruiting  throughout  the  year.  3/  Also  can  be  used  as  oil- 
seeds. U/  Two  crops  grown,  but  later  planting  (flue-cured)  is  practiced 
along  river  banks  under  irrigation.  5/  Matures  from  12-18  months  after  planting. 
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Commodity 


Portuguese  Guinea 
Planting  season 


Grains  and  cereals: 
Rice: 

Upland  types  ....   April  -  May  . 
Swamp  type: 

Seeding May  -  June  . 

Transplanting  .  .   July  _  August 


Fibers : 
Cotton 


June 


Fruits: 

Bananas  and  plantains    May  -  June 

Grapefruit do.  .  , 

Oranges do,  ,  , 


Oilseeds : 

Palm  kernels  and  palm  oil       _  -  - 
Peanuts  Mid-May  -  Mid-July.  . 

Vegetables: 

Cassava  (manioc)  ,  .  .   June  -  September.  .  . 

Sweetpotatoes do 

Yams February  -  April  .  . 


1/  Harvested  12  to  l8  months  after  planting. 


Harvesting  season 

August  -  September. 
October  -  January. 
October  -  November, 


Throughout  year. 
October  -  May. 
Do. 


Throughout  year. 
October  -  November. 


l/Harvested  as  required, 
October  -  February. 
Mid-October  -  January. 


\.-:- 
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Commodity 

Beverages: 
Coffee  . 


Republic  of  Guinea 
Planting  season 


Grains  and  cereals: 

Mountain  rice April  -  Kay   .... 

Plain  or  coastal  rice  .  .  .  May  -  August  .  .  . 

Fonio  (finger  roillet)  .  .  .  March  -  June  .  .  . 


Fibers : 
Cotton 
Sisal 


Ju]y 


Fruits: 

Bananas May  -  June 

Citrus   do  , 

Pineapples do  , 


Oilseeds: 

Palm  kernels _  -  - 

Peanuts  .....  March  -  July 


I4iscellaneous  crops: 
Cinchona  


Tobacco 


March  -  June 
May  -  August 


Vegetables: 

Cassava  (manioc)  March  -  October  .  . 

Sweetpotatoes April  -  September  . 


Harvesting  season 


Noveraber  -  March. 


August  -  September. 
October  -  January. 
September  -  October. 


November  -  February. 
November  -  May. 


Throughout  year. 
October  -  May. 
January  -  July. 


Throughout  year. 
August  -  November. 


November  -  December. 
Noveraber  -  February. 

l/Harvested  as  required. 
"~  5  to  6  months  after 
planting. 


1/  Matures  from  12  to  18  months  after  planting. 
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Sierra  Leone 


Commodity 


Planting  season 


Harvesting  season 


Beverages: 
Cocoa: 

Main  crop  .... 
Coffee: 

Main  crop  .... 

Intermediate  crop 


October  -  January. 

December  -  February. 
September. 


Cereals  and  grains: 

Guinea  corn  (sorghum)  .  . 
Fonio: 

First  crop  

Second  crop  

Millet  (bulrush) 

Rice: 

Upland  farms  

Inland  swamps:  .  .  .  . 

Lfurseries 

Transplanting  .... 
Tidal  swains: 

Nurseries  

Transplanting  .... 
Moistland  farms  .... 


May  -  July  .  . 

Late  April  -  May 
August  .  .  . 
April  -  June 


June 


May  -  June 
July  .  .  , 


April  -  June 
July  -  August 
April  -  May  . 


Fibers : 

Piassava  (palm  fiber) 
Raffia  


December  -  January. 

Late  July  -  September, 

November. 

December  -  January. 

October  -  December. 


November  -  January. 


December  -  February. 
Mid- July  -  August. 


Throughout  year. 
Do. 


Oilseeds: 

Benniseed  (sesame)  .  .  . 
Palm  oil  and  palm  kernels 
Peanuts : 

Early  variety   .... 

Main  crop  


Miscellaneous  crops: 

Ginger  

Kola  nuts: 

Intermediate  crop 
Main  crop  .... 


April  -  Jime  .  . 


Late  April  -  May 
September  .  .  .  . 


May  -  June  .  .  . 


Vegetables: 
Beans  and  peas 
Cassava  (manioc) 


December. 
January  -  May. 

August  -  September. 
November  -  January. 


December  -  February. 

May  -  June. 
October  -  December. 


Sweetpotatoes 
Yams  .... 


April  -  August       November  -  January. 
January  -  Jiine,  Novem- 
ber -  December.  1/  Throughout  year. 
January  -  March  .  ~  April  -  June. 
April  -  May  .  .  .     December  -  Februarj'" 


1/  Harvested  as  required  18  months  after  planting. 

-  2ii  - 


Commodity 

Beverages: 
Cocoa  . 
Coffee 


Spanish  Guinea 
(Fernando  Fo  and  Rio  Muni) 

Planting  season 


Harvesting  season 


October  -  Janiiary, 
November  -  March. 


Fibers : 

Hemp April  -  May- 
Fruits: 

Bananas  and  plantains     May  -  June  , 
Oranges do  .  *  . 


Throughout  year. 


Do. 
October  -  December, 

April  -  May. 


Oilseeds: 

Copra   .  .  , 
Palm  kernels 


Throughout  year. 
,  ..  Do* 


Vegetables: 

Cassava  (manioc) 
Sweetpotatoes  . 
Yams 


Throughout  year.  . 
April  -  September 
February  -  April  , 


Do. 
October  -  February. 
July  -  January. 
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Togo  (formerly  French  Togoland) 

CoFJinodity  Planting  season         Harvesting  season 

Beverages: 
Cocoa: 

Main  crop -  -  _ 

Light  crop _  -  _ 

Coffee  

Cereals  and  grains: 

Corn March  -  June  .... 

Mllet April  -  June  .... 

Sorghijun May  -  June 

Rice: 

Upland April  -  May  .... 

Swamp   May  -  August  .... 

Fibers: 

Cotton    July   

Fruits: 

Bananas  and  plantains  .  .  -  -  - 

Oranges --_ 

Oilseeds: 

Copra   --- 

Palm  kernels  and  palm  oil  _  -  - 

Vegetables: 

Cassava  (manioc)  ....  March  -  October.  .  . 

Sweetpotatoes  April  -  September  . 

YaJtis February  -  April  .    . 


October  -  January. 
May  -  August. 
August  -  November. 


July  -  December. 
July  -  September. 
November  -  December, 

August  -  September. 
October  -  January. 


November  -  February. 


Throughout  year. 
October  -  January. 


October. 
Throughout  year 

1/  Harvested  as  required, 
"  October  -  February. 
October  -  January. 


1/  Harvested  12  to  l8  months  after  planting. 
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EASTERN  AND  SOUTHERN  AFRICA 


The  climate  of  eastern  and  southern  Africa  varies  -widely,  and  so  do  the 
planting  and  harvesting  seasons — even  within  the  same  country.  Among  the 
several  reasons  for  this  are  the  wide  differences  in  altitude  and  rainfall, 
the  Indian  Ocean  monsoon  rains,  large  inland  lakes,  high  mountain  masses 
(sometimes  snov7- capped),  the  northward-flowing  Antarctic  Benguela  Current 
along  the  southwest  coast,  and  noncontiguous  large  semiarid  areas. 

Planting  and  harvesting  seasons  are  also  affected  with  reference  to 
location  north  or  south  of  the  Equator:  even  within  a  single  country  and  at 
similar  altitudes,  crops  south  of  the  Equator  tend  to  be  planted  later  than 
those  north  of  it. 

Most  countries  on  the  east  coast  of  Africa  have  two  rainy  seasons,  with 
long  and  short  rains  of  varying  duration.  Crops  are  planted  to  take 
advantage  of  the  rains  during  this  growing  period  and  are  harvested  mostly 
during  the  dry  periods.  Altitude  is  an  important  factor,  particularly  in 
Kenya  and  Tanganyika.  In  these  countries,  high  altitude  areas  offer 
excellent  agricultural  conditions  and  Temperate  Zone  crops  flourish  there. 
Hovjever,  two- thirds  of  Kenya  is  semiarid  and  unsuitable  for  crop  production. 
Large  portions  of  Southern  Rhodesia,  Union  of  Soutli  Africa,  Angola,  and  all 
of  South  West  Africa  are  semiarid.  In  these  dry  areas  there  are  fev 
opportunities  at  present  to  cultivate  crops;  there  is  little  irrigation.  In 
scattered  localities  some  short-season  crops  may  be  grown  by  the  Africans. 

There  are  some  fine  agricultural  areas  in  southern  Africa.  The  Union  of 
South  Africa  reaches  southward  into  the  Temperate  Zone  and  gro\<is   large 
quantities  of  corn,  fruits  (both  citras  and  deciduous),  wheat,  and  other 
Temperate  Zone  crops  with  well-defined  harvesting  seasons  staggered  6  months 
from  those  in,  for  example,  the  southern  United  States.   Irrigation  is 
important,  particularly  in  the  production  of  fruits. 

Monsoon  rains,  accompanied  occasionally  by  i-rinds  of  cyclonic  force,  are  a 
major  factor  in  crop  production  of  the  east  and  northern  coasts  of  Madagascar, 
Reunion,  and  Mauritius,  while  parts  of  the  eastern  and  southern  coasts  of 
those  islands  are  generally  much  more  arid.  Agricultural  production  in  these 
countries  is  of  the  tropical  variety  with  long-season  crops  (vanilla, 
essential  oil  crops,  coconuts,  etc.)  having  a  pattern  of  poorly  defined 
harvesting  seasons. 

Corn  is  the  major  food  crop  of  Kenya,  the  Federation  of  Rhodesia  and 
Nyasaland,  Union  of  South  Africa,  and  Angola,  with  wide  variations  in,  but 
definite,  planting  and  harvesting  seasons,  whereas  plantains  and  bananas 
with  no  definite  seasonality  are  the  major  food  crops  of  a  large  portion  of 
the  population  in  Uganda  and  Tanganyika. 

Coffee  production  is  an  important  enterprise  in  eastern  Africa  vjhere  the 
Robusta  variety  predominates.  Robusta  coffee  supplies  about  80  percent  of 
the  coffee  production  in  all  Africa.  Robusta  coffee  typically  bears  both 
flowers  and  fruits  simultaneously  throughout  most  of  the  year  in  contrast 
with  the  definite  and  short  harvesting  season  for  Arabica  coffee  (native  of 
Ethiopia).  Arabica  coffee  production  in  Africa  is  largely  confined  to 
Ethiopia,  Kenya,  Ruanda-Urundi,  and  parts  of  Tanganjdka;  this  is  the  type  of 
coffee  produced  in  Latin  America. 
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Commodity 

Beverages: 
Coffee  . 


Angola 
Planting  season 


Cereals  and  grains: 
Corn: 

Luanda  and  Malanje  .  . 

Bengiiela,  Bie  and  Huila 

Rice 

VJheat 

Fibers: 
Cotton: 

Malanje  and  central 
coastal  area  .... 
Sisal: 

Coastal  plantations 

Oilseeds: 

Castorbeans  

PaLii  kernels: 

Main  crop     

Secondary  crop  .... 
Peanuts: 

Congo  and  Malanje  .  . 

Bie  and  Benguela  .  .  . 
Sesame  


September  -  November 

February  

October  -  November  . 
April  -  May  .... 


Febi^ary  -  March  . 
October  -  November 

....  do  ...  . 


March  -  April  c  .  . 
October  -  Noveiaber  . 
....  do  


Rubber  (mainly  Cahinda) 

Sugar,  plantations  .... 

Tobacco: 

Congo,  Huila  and  Malanje 

Vegetables: 

Beans  and  peas  (2  crops) 

Cassava  (manioc)  .  .  ,  . 

Green  corn  

Potatoes   


October 


December  -  March  .  , 


February,  October  - 

November 

October  -  November  . 
June  -  August  .  .  . 
August  -  February  . 


Harvesting  season 


June  -  September. 


May  -  June. 

May. 

May  -  Juiie. 

September  -  October, 


August  -  September. 
October  -  April. 

May. 

May  -  June. 
January  -  February. 

July  -  August. 
February  -  March. 
June, 

May  -  June. 

1/  August  -  January. 

May  -  July. 


J\me,  March  -  April. 
2/  May  -  June 
""  October  -  December. 

January  -  May. 


1/  Harvested  from  12  to  I8  months  after  planting. 
"?/  Harvested  as  required  up  to  two  years  later. 
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Kenya  1/ 
Commodity  Planting  season       Harvesting  season 

Beverages: 

Coffee  (Arabica) Mainly  rairry  seasons    October  -  March. 

Tea do 2/  Throughout  year. 

Cereals  and  grains:  ~ 

Barley April  -  May  ....     November  -  March. 

Corn: 

Long  rains  crop  ....  ....  do October  -  February. 

Short  rains  crop  ....  October  -  November.     June. 

Millet April  -  May  ....     October  -  February. 

Oats ....  do.  ...  .     November  -  January. 

Rice ....  do December. 

Sorghum .  April  -  June  .  .  .     October  -  February. 

I'^Jheat May  -  August  .  .  .     November  -  January. 

Fibers: 

Cotton: 

Coastal  Province  ....  May  -  June  ....     September. 
Lake  areas  and  Nyanza 

Province May  -  September  .  .     November. 

Sisal Throughout  year  .  .     Throughout  year. 

Fruits: 

Bananas ....  do Do. 

Citrus   do Do. 

Mangoes ....  do.  ...  .  Do. 

Oilseeds: 

Castorbeains April  -  May  ....     September  -  October. 

Peanuts May  -  September  .  •     December  -  February. 

Sunflowerseed ....  do Do. 

Miscellaneous  crops: 

Pyre  thrum Throughout  year  .  .     Throughout  year. 

Wattle: 

Mainly  in  Central  Province  ....  do Do. 

Sugarcane April  -  May  ....  3/  May  -  December. 

Tobacco  (two  crops)  ....  March  -  April  .  .  .  July  -  August. 

September  -  October  January  -  February. 
Vegetables: 

Beans  and  peas Throughout  year  .  .  Throughout  year. 

Cassava  (manioc)  .....  May  -  June  ....  January  -  February. 
Potatoes: 

Irish  April  -  June,  October  Throughout  year. 

Sweet April  -  May  ....  October  -  November. 

1/  In  all  Provinces  there  are  two  crop-growing  seasons: 
(a7  short  rains,  October  -  December^  (b)  long  rains,  April  -  June. 
2/  Tea  harvesting  after  3  years  from  seed  or  cuttings. 
7/  Harvested  from  12  to  l8  months  after  planting. 
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Madagascar  (Malgache  Republic) 

Commodity  Planting  season  Harvesting  season 

'  '  '  — — — — — ^—  '  ■         I 

Beverages: 

Coffee  (mainly  Robusta).  .  •      June  -  November, 

Cocoa ---  Throughout  year. 

Cereals  and  grains: 
Corn: 

First  crop November  -  January  .  February  -  May, 

Second  crop March  -  June  ,  .  ,  .  July  -  October, 

Rice  (irrigated) Throughout  year  ,  .  1/  Throughout  year. 

Fibers: 

Raphia November  -  December  May  -  November. 

Sisal •  ,  .  ,  .  Throughout  year.  .  ,  Throughout  year. 

Fruits : 

Bananas ---  Do, 

Oilseeds: 

Castorbeans November  -  December  June  -  Januaiy. 

Peanuts : 

First  crop do March  -  June, 

Second  crop April  -  May  ,  ,  ,  .  August  -  September, 

Tung   -_-  June  -  November, 

Miscellaneous  crops: 

Black  pepper  December  -  February  July  -  September, 

Cloves  March  -  April  .  ,  ,  October  -  December. 

Ginger do Do, 

Vanilla December  -  March  .  .  May  -  August, 

Sugarcane Throughout  year  .  .  2/  May  -  December, 

Tobacco,  Maryland,  flue-cured, 

etc October  -  May  .  .  .  March  -  October. 

Vegetables : 

Cape  peas  (butterbeans)  .  .  January  -  May  .  .  .  September  -  October. 
Dry  beans  (haricots): 

First  crop October  -  December  .  February  -  April. 

Second  crop January  -  May  .  .  .  June  -  September. 

Other  beans  and  peas  ....  March  -  April  ,  .  .  September  -  October. 

Manioc  (cassava) Throughout  year  .  ,  Jujie  -  November, 

Irish  potatoes: 

First  crop September  -  November  February  -  May, 

Second  crop March  -  June  ,  ,  ,  ,  July  -  October, 

1/  Main  crop  March  -  June,  2/  Harvested  from  12  to  I8  months  after  planting, 
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Mauritius 

CoiTgnodity                   Planting  season  Harvesting  season 

Beverages: 

Tea May  -  July  ....  1/  December  -  April. 

Cereals  and  grains: 

Corn November  -  March  ,  February  -  May. 

Fibers: 

Aloe  (Furcraea) (2/)  ....  (3/) 

Fruits: 

Bananas January  -  March  .  It/  Throughout  year. 

Pineapples December  -  March  .  ~  After  18  months 

to  2  years. 

Oilseeds : 

Copra  (coconuts) Throughout  year  .  Throughout  year. 

Peanuts   September  -  January  December  -  March. 

Miscellaneous  crops:          '  '- 

Rootcrops:  ► 

Arouilles  December  -  March  .  October  -  December. 

Cassava  (manioc)  ....   November  -  January  April  -  June. 

Sweetpotatoes do February  -  April, 

October  -  April.  January  -  August. 

Sugarcane: 

Plant  cane _  -  -  5/  September  -  December, 

Ratoons "8/   July  -  January. 

Tobacco   March  -  April  .  .  May  -  Decem.ber. 

Vegetables: 

Green  vegetables: 

Cauliflower  March  -  September  June  -  December. 

Lettuce,  etc do Do. 

Tomatoes o   January  -  December  June  -  May. 


1/  Tea  after  3  years  from  seed  or  cuttings. 

"5/  Grows  wild J  little  or  no  regular  plantings. 

"3/   No  particular  period— any  time  when  leaves  are  ripe. 

H/  Matures  after  Ih   to  15  months. 

3/  Requires  l8  to  22  months  to  mature. 

"5/  Requires  about  12  months  to  ripen. 
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Commodity 

Beverages: 
Tea  .  .  , 


Mozambique 
Planting  season 


Harvesting  season 


lA 


Cereals  and  grains: 

Corn 

Rice 

VJheat 


September  -  Novem,ber  —  December  -  March. 


December  -  Januarj'-  .    May  -  July. 
October  -  November  .    April  -  June. 
Februarj''  -  April  .  .    SeptemJber  -  October. 


Fibers : 
Cotton 
Sisal 

Fruits : 
Bananas 
Citi-us 


October  -  November  . 
Throughout  year  .  . 


,do. 


January  -  February  . 


June  -  August. 
Throughout  year. 


Do. 
May  -  September. 


Nuts: 

Cashews: 

Northern  districts 
Lourenco  Marques  are 

Coconuts  ..... 


Oilseeds: 
Peanuts 


Sugarcane  , 

Tobacco  (flue-cured) 

Vegetables: 

Eeans   

Cassava  (manioc) 

Peas 

Potatoes: 

Irish  

Sweet  


September  -  December    September  -  December. 

...  .do November  -  March. 

September  -  Novem.ber    February  -  May. 


November  -  January  .    April  -  May. 

2/ 
January —  May  -  June. 

May  -  June October. 


,do. 


December  -  January"-  . 
May  -  June  

September  -  October 
November  -  Dec em.be r 


August  -  September. 
March  -  April. 
August  -  September, 

January. 
April  -  May. 


1/  Tea  harvesting  after  3  years  from  seed  or  cuttings. 
"5/  Harvested  l8  months  from  planting. 
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Federation  of  Rhodesia  and  Nyasaland 


Northern  Rhodesia 


Commodity 


Planting  season 


Beverages : 
Coffee  . 


March 


Cereals  and  grains: 

Barley  

Corn   

Millet  

Oats   

Rice   

Wheat  (Kafue  Flats).  .  .  . 

Fibers : 

Cotton  


May 

November  -  December 

do  ...  . 

do  ...  . 

October  -  November. 
April  -  May  .... 


Harvesting  season 


September  -  October. 


Do. 
April  -  June. 

Do. 

Do. 
April. 
October  -  November. 


Fruits   . 

Oilseeds: 
Peanuts 

Sugarcane 


October  -  November.  April  -  May. 

February  or  July  .  March  -  May. 

November  -  December  March. 

December  -  January  —'May  -  June. 


Tobacco: 

Various  varieties: 

(Mainly  flue-cured)  .  . 
Turkish  

Vegetables: 

Beans  

Cassava  (manioc)  

Peas   

Potatoes  


October  -  December 
February 


January  -  February. 
September  -  Decertoer 

January  

November  -  January. 


January  -  April. 
March  -  July. 


April. 

December  -  March. 

April. 

June  -  July. 


1/  Harvested  from  12  to  18  months  after  planting. 
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Southern  Rhodesia 

Commodity 

Beverages: 

Tea  (eastern  mountain 
region)  

Cereals  and  grains: 

Barley  .  

Corn 

Itlllet 

Oats 

Rice 

Rye   

Sorghum  

Wheat : 

Summer  

Winter  . 

Fibers: 

Cotton  

Kenaf   

Fruits: 

Bananas  

Citrus :  1/ 

Transplanted  .  ,  ,  ♦ 
Deciduous  ....... 

Tropical  (various)   .  . 

Oilseeds: 

Castorbeans  

Peanuts  

Sunflowerseed  2/  .  .  . 

Miscellaneous: 

Wattle  bark  

Sugar   

Tobacco: 

Flue-cured  (main  type). 

Turkish  

Other  types  


Planting  season 


Harvesting  season 


September  -  November    December  -  March. 


May  September  -  October. 

November  -  December  .  April  -  June 

do Do. 

do Do, 

October  -  November  .        Do. 

April  September  -  October. 

November  -  December  .  April  -  May. 

December Do. 

April  -  May October  -  November. 

October  -  November  .  April  -  May. 
do Do. 

-  -  -  March  -  August. 

February  or  July  .  .  May  -  November. 

February February  -  April. 

February  or  July  .  .  January  -  May. 

November  -  December  .  March  -  April. 

December April  -  May. 

do April. 


December  -  February  .   September  -  May. 
December  -  January'-  .  —'May  -  June. 


October  -  December  ,   January  -  April. 
January  -  February  .   March  -  July. 
October  -  December  .   January  -  April. 
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Southern  Rhodesia — Continued 


Corninodity 

Vegetables:       W 

Beans   

Green  beans  .  .  . 
Peas,  dried  .  .  . 
Green  peas  .  .  . 
Potatoes,  Irish: 

Summer  .... 

Winter  .... 
Sweetpotatoes  .  . 
Onions  .... 
Tomatoes  .  .  .  . 
Fresh  vegetables: 

Summer  .... 

Winter  .... 


Planting  season 


Hai*ve sting  season 


November  

May. 

January  -  February  . 

April. 

January  

Do. 

December  

March. 

November  -  December 

May  -  July. 

April  -  May  .... 

September  -  November. 

November  -  December 

April  -  14ay. 

March  -  May  .... 

September  -  November. 

April  -  May  .... 

August  -  October. 

September  -  December 
February  -  April  .  . 


December  -  March. 
May  -  August. 


1/  Orange  trees  bloom  between  August  20  and  September  15  and  produce  fruit 
wHIch  maybe  harvested  from  April  1st. 

2/  Dvjarf  early  maturing  types  should  be  planted  in  January. 

"3/  Harvested  from  12  to  I8  months  after  planting. 

"H/  These  are  the  main  planting  and  harvesting  periods  for  vegetables  which, 
however,  maybe  grown  all  the  year  round  depending  on  varieties  and  irrigation 
available . 


'  ■  r .  ■ 


-  35  - 


Nyasaland 

Commodity 

Beverages: 

Tea  (Southern  Highlands), 

Cereals  and  grains: 

Corn 

Millet  , 

Sorghum  , 

Rice • 

Wheat: 

V7inter 

Summer  , 


Planting  season 


Harvesting  season 


September  -  November    December  -  March. 


December  -  February 
November  -  December 
....  do.  ...  • 
October  -  November. 


April  -  May 
December  . 


May  -  September. 
April. 

April  -  May. 
Do. 

October  -  November. 
April  -  May. 


Fibers: 
Cotton: 

Lower  river  . 
Central  areas 
North  Nyasa  . 


Oilseeds: 
Peanuts  . 
Soybeans 
Tung 


January  -  February 
November  -  December 
March  -  May  .... 


December 
.  .do  .  . 
.  .do  .  . 


July  -  October. 
May  -  August. 
September  -  December, 


Tobacco: 

Sun-air  cured  (transplanting)  December  -  January. 

Dark-fired  cured.  .  .do do 

Bur  ley do do 

Flue-cured  October  -  December. 

Turkish February 


April 

-  May. 

Do. 

Do. 

March 

-  June. 

Do. 

Do. 

January  -  April. 

March 

-  July. 

Vegetables: 
Beans : 

Summer  

Winter  

Cassava: 

Summer  (north).  .  ,  . 

Winter  (north).  .  .  , 
Peas: 

Summer  

Winter  

Irish  potatoes: 

Summer o  . 

Winter  (two  crops): 
First  irrigated  ,  . 
Second  irrigated 
Sweet  potatoes  (summer) 


September  - 
February  - 

September  - 
February  - 

September  - 
February  - 


.  December 
April  . 

.  December 
April .  . 

.  December 
April.  . 


November  -  December 


February  . 
July  .  .  . 
November  - 


December 


December  -  March. 
May  -  August. 

December  -  March. 
May  -  August. 

December  -  March. 
May  -  August. 

April  -  May. 

June. 

October  -  November. 

April  -  May. 
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South  VJest  Africa    - 


1/ 


Conimodity 


Planting  season 


Harvesting  season 


Cereals  and  grains: 

Corn November  -  Febmary 

Kaffircorn do  ...  . 

Millet do  ...  . 

Sorghums do  ...  . 

^iJheat : 

Winter July  -  August  .  .  . 

Summer  February  


May  -  June. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 

December. 
May. 


Vegetables : 
Potatoes 


January 


May. 


1/  Livestock  production  is  the  mann  element  in  the  agricultural  econoiry 
be"cause  of  arid  conditions. 
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Tanganyika 


Ccnmodity 


Planting  season 


Harve sting  se as on . 


Beverages: 
Coffee: 
Arabica: 

Mainly  Moshi  and  Meru  .  .  March  -  May  .  .  . 

Southern  Highlands  do 

Robusta: 

West  Lake  Province  and 

Lake  Province  Throughout  year  . 

Tea: 

Southern  Highlands  ....  December  -  March 
Tanga  Province  January  -  April  . 


November  -  February. 
Do. 

—Throughout  year. 

2/       DO. 

Do. 


Cereals  and  grains: 
Corn: 

Northern  Province  Throughout  year  .  • 

(mainly  March  - 
June) 
Southern  Highlands  ....  September  -  February 

Millet Variable  (mainlj'- 

February  -  March) 

Sorghum do 

l^Hieat  (mainly  Mt.  Kilimanjaro- 
northern  and  western  slopes)  April  and  September 
Rice: 

Mainly  Rufiji  Delta,  Lake 
Province,  Tukuyu  and      , 
Pangani ^'Variable 

Fibers: 
Cotton: 

Lake  Province  (main  area)  .  December  -  January. 

(varies  with 
locality) 

Eastern  Province  February  -  April.  . 

(varies  with 
locality) 
Sisal  (plantations) Throughout  year  .  , 

Fruits  and  nuts: 

Bananas  and  plantains  do 

Cashex^  nuts  (coastal  areas- 
Eastern,  Southern  and  Tanga  )  December  -  March 
Papaya  (papain)  Throughout  year  .  . 


Throughout  dry  season, 
(peak  July-August). 

May  -  January. 

July  -  October. . 
Do. 

July  -  November. 


August  -  September, 
February  -  March. 


July  -  December. 


August  -  December. 


Throughout  year. 


Do. 

October  -  January. 
Throughout  year. 
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Commodity 


Tanganyika — Continued 
Planting  season 


Oilseeds: 

Castorbeans  December  -  January, 

Coconuts  (coastal  and  islands)  Throughout  year  .  . 
Peanuts : 

Lake  and  Western  Province 

Southern  and  Central  .  , 

Sesameseed  

Soybeans  (Southern  Province) 
Sunf lowerseed : 

Mainly  Eastern  and  Western 
Province  


November  -  January'-. 
November  -  March.  . 
March  -  April  .  ,  . 
January  


December  -  January 


2/ 

""  Throughout  year  <, 


Miscellaneous  crops: 

Chillies  

Pyre thrum: 

Northern  and  Southern 

Highlands  .  .  «  .  .  •  .    ...  do 


Sugarcane : 

Northern  Province  and 

Lake  Province  (mainly     \^i 

plantation) —  January  -  April  .  . 

Tobacco: 

Mainly  flue-cured: 

Southern  Highlands  Province  December  -  January 

( transplant ) 

Western  Province  ....    ...  do 

Other  types  .  ,  i2--.-j.-  ...    ...  do 


5/ 


Vegetables: 

Beans  and  peas  — Throughout  year  . 

Cassava  (manioc) ...  do.  .  . 

Potatoes: 

Irish:  Northern  and 

Southern  Highlands.  .  .'  '  March  -  June 
Sweet ...  do.  .  , 


Harvesting  season 


Throughout  year. 
Do. 

July  -  August. 
June  -  September, 
May  -  August. 
June  -  July. 


July  -  October. 
Throughout  year, 
.ilvo'y^  Do, 


August  -  April. 


May  -  July. 

Do. 

Do.  •  ' 


Mainly  May  -  August. 
Throughout  year. 


July  -  November, 
Do. 


1/  Peak  season  June  -  December.  2/  With  the  rains.  3/  Soxvn  as  early  as 
po"ssible  after  start  of  wet  season.""  U/  Year  round,  parTially  with  irriga- 
tion. 5/  Including  seed  beans  for,  e^^ort.  ,^,. 

Note:  There  are  tx^o  rainy  seasons.  In  some  years  times  of  planting  (and 
therefore  of  harvesting)  will  be  earlier  or  later  than  the  times  stated, 
depending  whether  the  rains  are  early  or  late. 
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Uganda 


Coramodity  Planting  season       Harvesting  season 

Beverages: 

Coffee:  , 

Robusta  (Buganda).  .  .  .  Throughout  year  —'^December  -  February, 

Arabica  (Bugisu  District)  ...  do ^/October  -  January. 

Tea:  ^i 

Early  rains do —  September  -  November. 

Late  rains   do April  -  I4ay. 

Cereals  and  grains: 
Corn: 

Main  crop April  -  May  ....    July  -  September, 

Secondary  crop  September  -  October    January  -  February, 

Millet April  -  May  ....    June  -  August. 

Sorghum: 

Main  crop do July  -  August. 

Secondary  crop  September  -  October    December  -  January. 

Fibers: 

Cotton  (Eastern,  Northern 

and  Buganda  Provinces)  .  June  -  August  .  .  .    December  -  March. 
Sisal Throughout  year  .  .    Throughout  year. 

Fruits : 

Plantains do Do. 

Citrus   do. Do. 

Oilseeds: 

Castorbeans do Do. 

Peanuts March  -  May  ....  Deceif±)er  -  February. 

Sesame seed  ,,...,..  April  -  May  ....  July  -  August. 

Chillies   Throughout  year  .  .    Throughout  year. 

Sugarcane : 

Eastern  Province-Bu^anda  .   .  .  ,  do Do. 

Tobacco December  -  March  ,    May  -  July. 

Vegetables: 

Beans  and  peas Throughout  year  .  .  Throughout  year. 

Cassava  (manioc) do Do. 

Cowpeas do Do. 

Sweetpotatoes  Throughout  year  ,  .  Throughout  year, 

1/  Ripening  occurs  in  every  month  of  the  j'-ear.  The  crop  year  is  similar  in 
the  Western  Province  and  in  Busoga  District  of  the  Eastern  Province,  Second, 
or  "fly"  crop  is  frequently  as  large  as  main  crop,  depending  intensity  of 
short  rains,  2/  The  amount  of  coffee  picked  during  other  months  is  small. 
3/  Plucking  is~"contn.nuous,  except  during  prolonged  dry  spells.  The  heaviest 
plucking  occurs  d^aring  the  wettest  months  mentioned. 
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Union  of  South  Africa 


Cornmodity 

Beverages: 

Chicory  (for  mixing 
with  coffee) 

Cereals  and  grains: 
Barley: 

South-V/est  Cape  (grain) 
Karroo  (grazing  and 

soiling)  

Transvaal  and  Orange 
Free  State  (grain)  .  . 
Corn: 

Eastern  Cape: 

Early  harvest  .... 
Main  harvest   .... 
Late  harvest  and  silage 
Orange  Free  State: 

Early  varieties  .  .  . 
Late  varieties   .  .  . 
Transvaal: 

Northwestern  and  Middle 

Veld-early  varieties 
Lovrveld  -  early  matur- 
ing varieties  .  .  . 
Kaffircorn  (sorghum)  .  .  . 
Oats: 

For  grain  

For  grazing  

Irrigation  (grain)  .  .  . 

South-VJest  Cape 

Buckwheat  

Wheat  (winter): 

South-VJest  Cape  .... 
Orange  Free  State: 
Eastern  -  Late 

varj-ties  for  grain  . 
For  grazing  .  .  . 
Early  varieties 
Northwestern  -  Late 
varieties  for  grain. 

Grazing  

Medium  varieties  . 
Early  varieties 
Transvaal : 
Western  -  Medium  varie- 
ties (irrigation).  . 


Planting  season 


April  -  June, 

September  -  October 


April  -  June 
March  -  May 
April  -  May 


September  -  October  . 

November  -  December.  . 

December  -  January  .  . 

October  -  December  .  . 

October  -  November  .  . 


October  -  December  .  , 


do 
do 


April  -  July  

February  -  April  .  ,  . 

April  -  May  

....  do  

November  -  Januaary  .  . 


May 


Mid-May  -  Mid- June 
March  -  May  .  .  . 
July  -  Septeiriber  . 


April  -  Mc^  .  .  . 
March  -  Mid-April 
April  -  May  .  .  . 
May  -  June   .  .  , 


Harvesting  season 


November  -  January, 
March  -  April. 


October  -  Novem±)er. 


October  -  November. 


February  -  April. 
May  -  July. 
June  -  August. 

March  -  July. 
May  -  July. 


April  -  July. 

Do. 
February  -  May. 

November  -  December. 

November. 

Do. 
March  -  April. 

November . 


December, 
January. 


May 


November  ■ 

December  • 

November. 

November. 
Do. 


October  -  November. 
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Union  of  South  Africa — Continued 


Commodity 

V/heat  (summer): 
Orange  Free  State: 

Northern  half  .  *  .  . 
Transvaal: 

Southern  half  and 
certain  other  areas 
Rice  (irrigation)  (includ- 
ing Swaziland)   .... 
Rye   


Planting  season 


Harvesting  season 


September  -  November  .  .   Januarj'-  -  March, 


,do. 


do. 

March  -  June 


Feedstuff s: 
Alfalfa: 
Irrigation 


Dryland   

Columbus  grass: 
Hay  and  silage: 

Spring  and  midsumimer  . 
Elephant  grass  ("Napier") J 
Silage,  hay,  and  grazing: 

Drj''land 

Irrigation  

Eragrotis  curvala  ("Oulands- 
gras")   (grazing)  ,  .  ,  . 
Teff  ("Annual")   (hay)   .  . 

Fibers: 

Cotton  .  .  


Fruits : 

Apples  (early)  . 
Apples  ..... 
Apricots  .... 
Avocados  .... 
Bananas  .... 
Cape  Gooseberries 

Figs    

Grapes  

Guavas  

Lemons  

Limes,  loquats 
Grapefruit  .  .  . 

Mangoes  

Naartjes  .... 
Nectarines  .  *  . 

Oranges  

Papaw  (papaya)  . 


March  -  May, 
August  -  September 
October  -  December 


January  -  February 


October  -  January  ,  .  . 
do 


January  -  Febi'uary  .  .  . 
October  -  January  .  .  . 


Do. 

February"  -  June. 
October  -  November, 


September  -  April. 
Do. 

December  -  January. 


March  -  April. 
Do. 

November  -  May. 
Januarj''  -  May. 


October  -  November  .  .  ,   March  -  July, 


Januarj'-  -  March. 
Februarj"-  -  April. 
November  -  December. 
March  -  June. 
November  -  September. 
March  -  April. 
October  -  November. 
Januarj^  -  April. 
May  -  June. 
May  -  September. 
July  -  September. 
May  -  September. 
January  -  February'-. 
May  -  September. 
February. 
May  -  September. 
April  -  June, 

November  -  Januarys 
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Cornmodity 

Fruits — Continued 
Peaches  .... 
Pears  (early) 
Pears   .... 
Pineapples  .  . 


Union  of  South  Africa — Continued 

Planting  season  Harvesting  season 


•   •   • 


Plums  .  .  . 
Strawberries 

Oilseeds: 

Castorbeans  . 
Peanuts  ,  .  . 
Soybeans  .  . 
Sunflowerseed 


October  -  December 
October  -  November 
October  -  December 
October  -  January 


•   •   • 


•   •   • 


November  -  April. 
January  -  March. 
March  -  April. 
November  -  February, 

May  -  September. 
January  -  February. 
October  -  January. 


March  -  14ay. 

Do. 
February  -  May. 

Do. 


Sugarcane  (including  owaziland)September  -  November.  .  .-:''^18  m.onths  later. 


Tobacco: 

Mainly  Transvaal  area: 
VirginJ.a  flue-cured, 
light  air- cured, 
dark  air- cured 

Seedbeds 

Transplanting  .  .  .  . 
Western  Cape: 
Turkish: 

Seedbeds  

Transplanting  .  .  .  . 


July  -  September 
October  -  December 


January  -  May. 


May 

September  ...  January  -  February. 


•   •   • 


Vegetables: 
Beans  (Field): 
Southwest  Cape 

Karroo  

Natal   

Transvaal : 

Central  and  Northern 

Eastern  

Western ....  do 

Orange  Free  State  .  .    November  -  January 
Covxpeas  (Kafferboontjies) : 

Eastern  Cape  September  -  November 

Natal   November  -  January 

Transvaal  and  Orange 

Free  State October  -  December 


September  -  January  , 
September  -  November. 
November  -  February  . 

November  -  January  . 
November  -  December  . 


January?"  -  April. 
JdDMary  -  March. 
March  -  April. 

Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 

January  -  April. 
March  -  Hay, 

February'  -  Maj"-. 
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Union  of  South  Africa — Continued 


Coininodity 

Vegetables — Continued 
Potatoes: 
Cape: 

Western  Province 

Dryland  

do   

Karroo    

Coastal  areas  ,  .  . 
Natal: 

Mist  Belt  

Lowveld   

Rest 

Transvaal : 

Highveld  

Western   

Lowveld   

Orange  Free  State: 

Dryland   

Irrigation  .... 
Sweetpotatoes: 

Dryland   

Irrigation  .... 

South-West  Cape  .  . 


Planting  season 


Harvesting  season 


July  -  August  .  .  . 

March   

September  -  December 
July  -  January  .  . 


October  -  November 
May  -  July  .... 
October  -  December. 

September  -  December 
January  -  February 
May  -  July  .... 


October  -  January  . 
September  -  January 

November  -  December 
September  -  December 
October  -  December 


November  -  Decem.ber. 
July  -  August. 
January  -  April. 
November  -  June. 


.  February  -  April. 
.  September  -  December. 
.  February  -  July. 

January  -  July. 
.  May  -  July. 
.  September  -  December. 


.  February  -  May. 
January  -  May. 

.  Maj'-  -  August. 

.  February  -  August. 

.  April  -  August. 


1/  Sugar  crushing  finished  by  end  of  February. 
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Coinniodity 

Beverages: 

Cocoa  

Coffee  

Cereals  and  grains: 

Corn 

Rice 

Fruits : 

Bananas  and  plantains  .  , 
Coconuts  

Mscellaneous  crops: 

Chillies  

Cloves    

Tobacco     

Vegetables: 

Beans  and  peas  ..... 

Cassava  (manTOc)   .  .  .  . 

Svreetpotatoes   

Yams 

1/  Four  pickings. 


Zanzibar 

Planting  season  Harvesting  season 

-  -  -  October  -  January, 

-  -  -   .  December  -  July. 

March June  -  July. 

December  -  February  ,  .  June  -  August. 

April  -  June January  -  December. 

April  -  May y               Do. 

Februarj'-  -  May,  ■•.-^ 

September  -  November,  January  -  December. 

April August  -  January'- . 

March  -  May August  -  September. 

April  -  May,  August  - 

September July. 

February?"  -  November  .  .  November. 

Maj'-  -  June October. 

November    July  -  August. 
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VJEST  ASIA 

Rainfall  in  West  Asia  is  critical  and  conditions  the  tinie  of  planting  and 
har^/esting  for  most  of  the  crops.  Precipitation  decreases  with  distance  away 
from  seashores  and  also  it  decreases  in  general  fron  north  to  south. 
Furthermore,  with  the  exception  of  the  littorals  of  the  Black  and  Caspian 
Seas,  rainfall  is  concentrated  within  a  relatively  short  period  of  the  year, 
between  late  October  and  early  April.  Consequently,  the  major  grain  crops 
of  the  area — wheat  and  barley — are  planted  in  the  fall  and  harvested  in  late 
spring  and  early  summer.  The  major  summer  crops,  which  require  little 
moisture,  are  grain  sorghuias,  chickpeas,  and  some  vegetables,  which  are 
planted  in  the  spring  and  harvested  in  the  summer. .  The  native  fruit  crops 
of  the  area — figs,  grapes,  olives,  and  dates — are  adapted  to  the  rainfall 
pattern  and  are  harvested  in  the  sumjiier  or  fall. 

Irrigation  penidts  both  an  eicpansion  of  the  crop-growing  area  and  a 
deviation  from  the  ov-ltaral  patte^^n  follovjed  in  rain- fed  croppings.  The 
practice  of  irrigation  in  this  area  dates  back  to  ancient  times.  Now  all 
countries  have  extensive  irrigation  systems,  and  a  good  share  of  the  agri- 
cultural production  of  the  area  is  from  irrigated  land.  In  Iraq,  watered 
by  the  Tigris  and  Euphrates  River  s^/stems,  about  50  percent  of  the  arable 
land  is  under  irrigation.   In  Iran,  a  much  larger  country,  less  than  10  per- 
cent of  the  arable  land  is  irrigated.  In  general,  on  irrigated  land  in  the 
interiors  of  the  countries  the  same  crops  are  grown  under  irrigation  as  are 
groT-m  by  dryland  farming  and  the  cultural  practices  embrace  the  same  seasons. 

Along  and  near  the  coastlines  of  VJest  Asian  countries,  particularly  the 
Mediterranean  coastlines,  a  mild  clim^ate  permits  the  growjng  of  long-season 
crops—citrus  fruits,  for  example — and  the  grotjing  of  txi^o  or  more  short- 
season  crops  per  year,  generally  with  supplemental  irrigation.  This  tends 
to  spread  the  harvesting  practices  over  a  longer  period  of  time  and  the 
season  of  the  bulk  of  harvest  is  rather  poorly  defined  in  these  localities. 


-  U6  - 


Commodity 

Cereals  and  grains: 

Barley  

Bulrush  millet  , 
Sorghum  .... 

Fibers: 

Cotton   .... 

Fruits: 

Dates    .... 

Oilseeds: 

Sesame   .... 

Vegetables: 

Cabbage  .... 
Parsley  .... 
Potatoes  .... 
Tomatoes  .... 


Aden  Protectorate 
Planting  season 

October  

Throughout  year  .  .  .  . 
....  do 

July 


Throughout  year  .... 

Throughout  year  .... 

.  ...  do 

.  ...  do 

....  do o    , 


Harvesting  season 


January  -  February, 
Throughout  year. 
Do. 


December  -  January. 


June  -  July. 


Throughout  year. 


Throughout  year. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
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Commodity 

Cereals  and  grains 

Barley  

Corn   

Oats  <  .  .  .  . 
Sorghum  .  .  .  . 

VJheat 

Feedstuff s: 
Green  fodders t 

Berseem  o  .  . 

Green  barley  . 

Green  maize 

Green  oats  .  . 

Green  vicos 

Lucerne  .  .  . 
Fibers : 

Cotton  

FLax   

Hemp   

Fruits: 

Apples  

Apricots  .  .  .  . 
Cherries  .  .  .  . 
Figs: 

Fresh  ,  .  .  , 

Dry 

Grapefruit  .  .  . 
Grapes: 

For  table  .  . 

For  wine   .  . 

For  raisins  . 

Lemons  

Mandarines  .  .  . 

Olives  

Oranges  .  .  .  . 
Peaches  .  .  o  . 

Pears  

Plums 

Pomegranates  .  . 
Nuts: 

Almonds  .  .  .  . 
Hazelnuts  .  .  . 
Walnuts  .  .  .  . 
Oilseeds: 

Aniseed  .  .  .  . 
Flaxseed  ,  .  .  . 
Peanuts  .  .  .  . 
Sesame   ,  .  .  . 


Cyprus 

Planting  season 

October  -  December 
April  -  July  .  . 
October  -  December 
April  -  May  .  .  . 
November  -  January 


Fall 

.do 

March  onward  .  . 

Fall 

.do 

Fall  and  spring 


April  

December  -  February 
May 


Februarji  -  March  .  .  . 
November  -  December 

April  

April  -  June  


Harvesting  season 

April  -  May. 
Augast  -  October. 
May  -  June. 
August  -  September. 
June. 


December  -  May. 
February  -  April. 
May  onward. 
February  -  April. 

Do. 
April  and  December. 

Aug"ast  -  October. 

June . 

October. 

July  -  September. 
J'xne  -  July. 

Do. 

July  -  September. 
October  onward. 
November  -  December. 

July  -  September, 
September  -  December. 
August  -  October. 
July  -  May. 
November  -  December. 
September  -  October. 
November  -  April. 
July  -  September. 

Do, 

Do. 
August . 

July  -  August. 

Do. 
September, 

July. 
Juiie 

September. 
October. 
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Commodity 
Miscellaneous  crops: 

Carobs  

Herbs  

Tobacco  

Vegetables: 
Legumes: 

Broadbeans  .  .  . 
Chickpeas  .  .  . 
Cox-rpeas  .  .  . 
Haricots: 

Spring  .... 

Winter  .... 

Peas,  dry     .  .  . 

Vetches  .... 

Onions  

Potatoes: 

Spring  crop  .  . 
Autu-Tin  crop  .  . 
Hill  crop    .  . 
Green  vegetables: 
Green  broadbeans 
Green  coirpeas 
Green  peas  .  .  . 
D\-.7arf  haricots: 
Spring   .  .  . 
Autuj-nn   .  .  . 
Green  onions  .  . 
Summer  vegetables: 
Carrots  .... 
Cucumbers  .  .  . 


Eggplant  .  .  . 
Melons  .... 
Peppers  .... 
Tomatoes  .... 
Watermelons  .  . 
V/inter  vegetables: 
Beetroot  .  .  .  . 
Cabbage  .... 
Carrots  .  .  .  . 
Cauliflower: 

Early  .  .  .  . 

Late   .  .  .  . 

Celery  

Leeks  

Lettuce  .... 


Cjrprus— Continued 
Planting  season 

December  -  February  .  . 


November  -  December  . 
December  -  January 
May 


March  ...  

August  -  September 
November  -  December  . 
January  -  February  . 
February  


,do 


August 
April 


October  -  November,  . 
April   ....... 

September  -  Novembor. 


April  

Ai?£U.st 

October  -  January  .  . 

February  -  March  .  . 
March  -  April,  August 

February  -  April  .  . 
April  -  May  .... 
February  -  March  .  . 

...  .do  

April  -  May  


July  -  August  cnv;ard. 
June  -  July  

August  -  March  .  .  . 


Pumpkins 

Spinach 

Tomatoes 


June  -  July  

September  -  October  . 

April  -  May  

April  

August  -  September, 

,  February  -  March 

April. 

September  -  November 

June  -  July 


Harvesting  season 

August  -  September. 
March  -  Septem.ber. 
June  -  September. 


May  -  June. 

Do. 
September. 

June  -  July. 

November. 

May  -  June. 

May. 

July  ~  August. 


June . 
November . 
September. 

March  -  April. 
July  -  August. 
December  -  March. 

June  -  July. 
October  -  November. 
January  -  April. 

May  -  June. 
I4ay  -  July, 

October  -  November. 
August. 

tJuly  -  August. 
June  ~  September. 
May  -  June. 
July  -  August. 

December  -  March. 
November  -  Januar;^'". 
November  -  May. 


November 
February 
November 
Decem.ber 
November 

August. 
December 
October  - 


-  December. 

-  April. 

-  February, 

-  February. 

-  February, 
May. 

-  March. 
Decem.ber. 


-  U9  - 


Commodity 

Cereals  and  grains: 
Barley  .  .  .  .  o 
Corn   


Iraq 
Planting  season 


Harvesting  season 


Millet  and  sorghxim  .... 
Rice 


TiJheat 

Fibers: 
Cotton 


October  -  Mid-December    Mid-April  -  Mid-Mas'-. 
June September  - 

Mid- October. 
Mid-March  -  Mid-May  .  .   Mid- June  -  September. 
Mid-April  -  May  ....   ItLd-September  - 

l4id- October, 
November  -  Mid-Decem.ber   May  -  MJ-d-June. 


Mid-March  -  Mid-April  .   Mid-August  -  November. 


Fruits : 
Apples  . 
Apricots 
Dates 
Grapes  . 
Lemons  . 
Olives  . 
Oranges 
Pears 


January  ...... 

do.  .  .  . 

June 

End  of  February  .  . 
Mid-March  


do. 


do. 


Oilseeds: 
Sesame 

Tobacco 


Vegetables: 
Broadbeans 
Beans,  dvz'- 


Chickpeas 


Green  gram  .  , 

Lentils  .  .  . 

Onions   .  »  . 

Peas,  fresh  . 

Potatoes: 
Spring  crop 
Fall  crop 

Tomatoes  .  .  . 


January"" 


End  of  May  . 
March  -  April 


Mid-December  -  January 

August  

Mid-December  - 

Mid- January  

I4id-May  -  June     .    .    .    . 
October  -  Nove^iiber     .    , 

September  

September  


February' 
August 


Februar;^''  -  March 


June  -  SepteiTiber. 
Mid-April  -  June. 
September  -  October. 
June  -  November. 
September. 
August . 

December  -  March. 
Mid-Jiir.e  -  October. 


September. 

September  -  November. 

May. 

October  -  November. 

End  of  May. 
S  ept  em.be  r. 
Mid-April  -  May. 
May. 
Novem.ber, 

June. 

Decemiber. 
May  -  July. 
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Gonmodity 

Cereals  and  grains: 

Barley  

Corn   

Grain  sorghum  . 

Rice   

V/heat 


Iran 
Plant.ing  season 


Fibers: 
Cotton 


Fruits : 

Apples  

Apricots,  fresh 

Dates  

Grapes  

Lemons  

Oranges  .  .  *  . 
Pears  


o   •   •   • 


Nuts : 
Almonds 
Pistachios 
Walnuts 


Oilseeds: 
Flaxseed  , 

Sesame 

Sugar  beets 
Tobacco  .  , 


Vegetables: 

Broadbeans  .  ,  .  , 
Broadbeans,  fresh 
Beans,  dry   .  .  .  . 
Chickpeas  .  ,  .  . 

Lentils  

Onions   

Peas,  fresh  .  .  , 

Potatoes  

Tcriatoes 


October  -  May  .  , 
April  -  May   .  . 
April  -  Md-June 
April  -  June  .  , 
October  -  April  , 


Mid-March  -  May 


April  -  June  .  . 
April  -  Mid-June 


March  -  April 
April  -  May 


•   •   • 


November  -  April  .  . 
November  -  Mid-April 

March  -  May  

April  -  May  .  .  .  .  . 

March  -  Maj^ 

April  -  May  

March  -  June  .  .  .  . 
March  -  May  .  .  .  .  . 
February  -  May  .  o  . 


Harvesting  season 


April  -  August. 
July  -  September. 

Do. 
August  -  October. 
May  -  September. 


September  -  November. 


June  -  October. 
14ay  -  August. 
September  -  October. 
June  -  September. 
September  -  December. 
October  -  February. 
July  -  October. 


June  -  August. 
September  -  November. 
Do. 


July  -  September. 
July  -  October. 

September  -  December. 

September  -  October. 


March  -  July. 
Februar;^'  -  June. 
July  -  September. 

Do. 
July  -  September. 
August  -  October. 
May  -  September. 
Mid- June  -  November. 
May  -  November. 
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Israel 


Coinmodity 

Cereals  and  grains: 

Barley  

Corn: 

Unirrigated  

Irrigated     

Oats        

Sorghujii 

liJheat 


Planting  season 


October  -  Deceiriber 

April  -  Us.j  .  .  . 
April  -  June  .  .  . 
October  -  Decerriber 
April  -  May  .  .  . 
October  -  Januar;^^ 


Harvesting  season 


May  -  June. 

August  -  September. 
August  -  October. 
May  -  June. 
August  -  September. 
May  -  July. 


Fibers: 
Cotton 
Flax 


Fruits : 

Apples  

Bananas  

Citrus  

Grapes  

Olive  s : 

For  oil  production 
For  pickling  .  .  . 


March  -  April 
Decerriber  .  .  , 


Sep) t ember  -  November. 
May. 


August  -  November, 
.November  -  June, 

j:/Septeriber  -  April. 

_2/june  -  November, 

August  -  November, 
August  -  October, 


Oilseeds: 
Peanuts 

Sugar  beets 


April  -  Maj' 


September  -  October 


October  -  November 
May  -  June  .  ,  , 


Vegetables: 
Beans: 

Dry  beans  

String  beans  

Carrots  

Caulif  lovjer ^''  .  .  .  .  do 

Cucuiribers April  -  August 

Egg  plant April  -  May  , 

Potatoes   January  -  March 

Tomatoes   Throughout  year 


3/ 


Throughout  year 


September  -  October. 
May  -  July. 


h/ 


May  -  June. 
July  -  August. 
Throughout  year. 

Do. 

May  -  December. 
June  -  August. 
liaj  -   June. 
Throughout  year. 


1/  Mainlj""  harvested  Januarj""  through  March. 

"5/  Mainly  harvested  in  August. 

3/  Mainly  planted  in  August  and  September. 

11/  Mainly  harvested  isi   November  through  Jaraiary. 
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Jordan 


Commodity 

Cereals  and  grains: 

Barley  

Corn   

Sorghum  

Wheat  ...... 

Fruits : 

Apricots  

Apples   

Bananas  

Grapes   

Olives   

Oranges  

Oilseeds: 

Sesame   

Tobacco    

Vegetables: 

Broadbeans  .  .  .  , 
Broadbeans,  fresh 
Chickpeas  .  .  .  . 

Onions   

Potatoes: 

Early  crop  .  .  , 

Late  crop  .  .  . 

Tomatoes  ,    .    ,    ,    , 


Planting  season 


Harvesting  season 


November  -  January  ,  .  .  April  -  June. 

March  -  April July  -  August. 

March  -  June   August  -  September. 

November  -  January  .  .  .  I4ay  -  July. 


May  -  June. 
August  -  October. 
October  -  March. 
June  -  November. 
October  -  November. 
November  -  February. 


April  -  May August  -  September. 

March  -  April August  -  November. 

December  -  January  .  .  .  April  -  Eaj. 

December  -  Mid-Januarj'"  .  Mid-February  -  March. 

March  -  April August. 

September  -  February  .  .  April  -  August. 

September  -  October  .  .  December  -  January. 

February  -  March  ....  June  -  July. 

September  -  April  .  .  .  December  -  July. 
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Kuwait 


Commodity 


Planting  season 


Harvesting  seavson 


Cereals  and  grains: 
Barley: 

Sprinkling  method, 
Flooding  method 
V.Tieat : 

Sprinkling  method 
Flooding  method  , 


•   •   • 


Early  December  .  . 

Mid- November  .  . 

Early  December  .  . 

Late  November  .  . 


Sugar  beets  Mid-October 


Late  April. 
February. 

Late  April. 
March. 

Late  January. 


Vegetables: 

Cabbage  .  . 

Carrots  .  . 
Cauliflower 

Lettuce  .  . 

Spinach  .  , 

Potatoes  .  . 


Early  October 
I'lid-October  . 
Early  October 
Mid-October 
Lat'^  October  . 
Mid- January  . 


Tarnips  Mid-October 


Early  February. 

Do. 
Mid- January, 

Do. 
Mid-December. 
Late  April  - 
early  May. 
Mid-December, 


-  su  - 


Lebanon 


GoMmodity 

Cereals  and  grains: 

Barley  . 

Corn   .  .  *  .  * 

Rice   

Rye    , 

Sorghum  .... 
V/heat 


Fibers: 
Cotton  . 

Fruits: 
Apples  . 
Apricots 
Bananas 
Figs 
Grapes  . 
Lemons  . 
Olives  . 
Oranges 
Pears 


Oilseeds: 
Peanuts 
Sesame 

Tobacco 


Vegetables: 

Broadbeans  .  .  ,  . 
Broadbeans,  fresh 
Beans,  fresh: 

Early  crop  .  .  , 

Late  crop  ,  .  . 
Beans,  dr^'-: 

Early  crop  .  .  . 

Late  crop  .  .  . 
Chickpeas    .  .  . 

Lentils  

Onions: 

DrA' 

Fresh  

Potatoes: 

Earliest  crop 

Second  crop  .  . 

Third  crop   .  . 
Toniatoes: 

Early  crop   .  , 

Late  crop    .  . 


Planting  season 


October  -  December  . 
April  -  June  .  .  . 
March  -  April  .  .  . 
October  -  November  , 
April  -  May  .  .  .  . 
October  «  January 


•   •   • 


Harvesting  season 


May  -  June. 
Aug-ast  -  October. 
October  -  November. 
May  -  June. 
August  -  October. 
May  -  August. 


March  -  May July  -  October. 


October  -  March  . 
.  .  .  .do 

October  -  November 
January  -  February'- 
February  -  March  . 
October  -  April 
January  -  February 
October  -  April  . 
October  -  March  . 


April  -  June 
.  .  ,  .do.  . 


July  -  November. 
June  -  August. 
Throughout  year. 
June  -  November. 
Jmie  -  January. 
Throughout  year. 
September  -  January, 
October  -  May. 
June  -  November. 

September  -  November. 
Do. 


March  -  J'une July  -  October. 


September  -  January  . 

September  -  November  . 

February  -  March  .  »  . 
July  -  August   .... 


April  -  May 
July  -  August 
February  -  April 
.  .  .  .do.  .  .  . 


Januar;y^  -  April  .  . 
November  -  December. 

August  -  October  .  . 
January  -  March  .  . 
April  -  May  .... 


October  -  November  . 
February  -  May  .  .  . 


April  -  June. 
January  -  March. 

May  -  June. 
October  -  November. 

July   -  August. 
October  -  November. 
Jime  -  July. 
June  -  August. 

jTily  -  September. 
January  -  February'". 

Do. 

May  -  .July. 
September  -  October. 

February  -  March. 
June  -  October. 
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Saudi  Arabio. 


Coinmodity 

Cereals  and  grains: 

Barley  

Corn   

Millet  

Rice   

Sorghum  

Southern  Arabia 
VJheat 

Fruits: 

Apricots  

Bananas  

Citrons  

Crab  apples  .  .  , 
Dates  (in  seeds)  , 

Figs   

Grapes  

Limes  

Melons  

Oranges  

Peaches  

Pears 

Pomegranates  .  .  , 
Quinces  

Oilseeds: 

Sesame   .  .  ,  o  , 


Planting  season 


October  -  December  . 
May  -  June   .... 

August   

April  -  May  .... 

May  -  June  

August   

October  -  November  , 


November  -  December 
February  -  March  .  .  , 

•  •  •   t   •  \ix)        •   •   •   •   • 

February  ,  ,  

February  -  March  .  .  . 
do 


,do. 
,do. 

,do. 


,do. 


November  -  January 
January  -  February 

February  

do.  .  .  . 


Aurrast 


Harvesting  season 


Mid-March  -  Mid-May. 

October. 

November. 

September  -  October, 

October. 

November  -  December. 

April  -  May. 


Do. 
July  -  August. 
March  -  May. 
May  -  June. 
September. 
July. 

June  -  July. 
March  -  May. 
April  -  May. 
March  -  May. 
June  -  tJulj^. 
July  -  September. 
July  -  October. 
August  -  September. 


November . 


Vegetables: 
Beans  and  peas 
Eggplant 
Ckra  .  . 

Onions  . 

Lentils 

Squash 


Febrijiary  -  March  , 
February  -  May  .  . 
.  .  .  .  ,do.  .  .  . 


August  -  October  . 
Decembe:^  -  Januar;^'' 
February  -  March  . 


April  -  May. 
May  -  October. 
May  -  September. 
January  -  March. 
April  -  May. 
June  -  July. 
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Coinmodity 

Cereals  and  grains: 

Barley  

Corn   

Millet  

Oats 

Rice   

Rye    

^■Jheat : 

V7inter  .... 
Spring  .... 

Fibers: 

Cotton  


Flax 

Fruits: 
Apples  . 
Apricots, 
Cherries 


fresh 


Figs  .  .  . 
Grapes  .  .  . 
Lenons  .  .  . 
Mulberries  . 
Olives  .  .  . 
Oranges  .  . 
Peaches  .  . 
Pears  .  . 
Plums  .  . 
Quinces  o  . 
Strawberries 


Turkey 
Planting  season 


October  -  March. 
February  -  April 

April  

Febnaary  -  April 
April  -  May  .  . 
October  -  Noveinber 


October  -  February 
March  -  ?\pril  .  . 


Mid-March  -  Mid-June 


April 


Har\'9 sting  season 


June  -  July. 

September  -  October. 

August. 

July  -  August. 

September  -  October. 

July  -  August. 

Do, 
Do. 


Mid-September  - 

Norember. 
July  -  August. 


October  -  November. 
June. 

Do. 
August. 
J:/july  -  November. 
November  -  March. 
I4ay  -  June. 
November  -  December. 
November  -  March. 
September  -  October. 

Do. 
June . 

September  -  October. 
May  -  June. 


Oilseeds: 

Anise April  .  , 

Birdseed ...  do, 


Flaxseed  . 
Hempseed  . 
Peanuts 
Foppyseed 
Rapeseed  . 
Sesame 
Soj'-beans  . 
Sunflower 


March  -  April 
April  .  .  .  . 
April  -  May  « 
October  .  .  . 
August  .  .  , 
March  -  April 
April  .  .  . 
April  -  May  . 


July. 

Do. 
June  -  July. 

September. 

September  -  October, 

June. 

November. 

September. 

August. 

August  -  September. 
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Connodity 

Nuts : 
Almonds 
Filberts  . 
Hazelnuts 
Pistachics 
Walnuts 


Turkey — Continued 
Planting  season 


Sugar  beets 
Tobacco  .  , 


April  .  .  . 
Aprjl  -  May 


Vegetables: 

Broadbeans  .  .  .  . 
Broadbeans,  fresh 

Beans,  dry  .  .  .  , 

Chickpeas  .  .  .  . 

Lentils    .  .  .  . 

Onions     .  .  .  , 

Peas,  fresh  .  .  , 

Potatoes   .  .  .  . 

Toiriatces   .  .  .  . 


October  

....  do 

April  -  May  

March  

March  -  April  .... 
Febiniary  -  March  .  . 
....  do 


April  

March  -  April  .... 


Harvesting  season 

July  -  Aug^ast. 
August  -  Sep+eniber. 
July  -  August. 
September. 
August  -  September . 

September  -  October. 

Jnly  -  August. 


March  -  April. 

February  -  March. 

September. 

July. 

July  -  August, 

Do. 
May  -  June. 
September. 
June  -  September. 


1/  September  primarily. 
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United  Arab  Republic 


Conpiodity 

Cereals  and  grains: 
Barley  . 
Corn 
Sorghum 
Rice 
Rye 
V/heat  . 


Fibers: 
Cotton 
Hemp 


Fruits: 

Apples  .... 
Apricots,  fresh 
Grapes  . 
Lemons  . 
Olives  . 
Oranges 
Pears 


(Syria  Region) 
Planting  season 


Mid-October  -  January 

Mid-March  -  Mid-May  . 
Mid-April  -  May   »  . 
M-id-April  -  Mid-May  . 
October  -  November 
November  -  Mid-January 


Mid-April  -  Mid-May  .  . 
Mid-March  -  April  .  .  . 


December  -  January 
do.  .  . 


Oilseeds: 
Flaxseed  . 
Peanuts 

Sesam.e 

Sugar  beets 
Tobacco  .  , 


February  -  March.  . 
April  -  May  ,  .  .  . 
December  -  January 
Mid-March  -  April  . 
Deceriber  -  January 


January  -  February'- 
Mid-April  -  Mid-May 
do.  .  .  . 


Mid-Februar;^'-  -  March 
February  -  March  .  . 


Harvesting  season 


Mid-May  -  Mid- June. 

Mid- August  -  Mid-September. 

Mid-August  -  September. 

Md-September  -  Mid-October. 

May  -  June . 

June  -  Mid-July. 


Mid-Augu.st  -  November. 
September  -  October. 


July  -  September. 
June  -  July. 
August  -  November. 
October  -  March. 
De c ember - 
October  -  March. 
July  -  September. 


July. 

Mid- August  -  Mid- September. 
Do. 

Mid-May  -  July. 

Mid- July  -  October. 


Vegetables: 

Broadbeans 


Broadbeans,  fresh 
Beans,  dry 
Chickpeas 
Lentils  . 
Onions 
Peas,  fresh 
Potatoes  . 
Tomatoes  (plants) 


I4id- November  - 

Mid-December June. 

November  -  Md-December  Hay. 

May Mid-August  -  Mid-Septemiier. 


February  -  March  .  .  . 
Mid-December  -  J&nvavj. 

I4ay 

November  -  December  .  . 
Mid-March  -  Mid-April  . 
April  -  Mid-May  .... 


June  -  July. 

May  -  Mid- June. 

August  -  September. 

May  -  June. 

July  -  Septem.ber. 

July  -  October. 
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Yemen 


Coimiodity 

Beverages: 

Coffee  \/o    .  .  o  .  .  .  . 

Cereals  and  grains: 

Barley  1/ 

Corn    l/.  

Millet  1/ 

VJheat   1/ 

Grains  2/ 

Fibers: 

Cotton  1/ 

Cotton  2/.  

Fruits : 

Mountainous  region  .  ,  . 
Tihama  (coastal  plain) 

Vegetables:  3/ 

Peas  and  beans  1/  o  .  .  . 
Potatoes: 

Mountainous  region  .  . 

Tihama  (coastal  plain). 


Planting  season 


July 


Harvesting  season 


January'  -  February. 


*••••• 

.    .          November. 

.    .    .do   .    . 

Do. 

.    .    .do  .    . 

.    .                 Do. 

.    .    .do   .    . 

.    ,                  Do. 

c        •        •        •        •        • 

.    .         August  -  September. 

Vipr 


x'eoruary June. 

July  . December  -  January-" 

February  September. 

March ,  .  .  August. 

July November. 

November  and  Februar;^'-  February  and  July. 
do  ....       Do. 


1/  Mountain  area,  centered  on  the  Sanaa;  intensive  dry  farming  of  highly 
fertile  lands. 

2/  Coastal  plain  area,  or  the  Tihama;  terraced,  skillfully  irrigated  land. 

3/   Vegetables  are  generally  available  throughout  the  year;  however,  the 
season  given  represents  the  major  harvest. 
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